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FOR THE | 
' BAPTIZED BELIEVERS. 
BEING ALSO 
An Earneſt Perſuaſive to them and all Chriſtians, 


to ſtudy to be Quiet, and do their own Buſineſs, 
in theſe important Particulars, 


- 1. To Honour all Men.. 
IT. To Love the Brotherhood. 


VIZ. II. To Fear God. 
IV. To Flonour the King. 


Delivered in two Sermons upon 1 Pet. 2.17. 


By THomas GRANTHA M, a Servant of Chriſt. 
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Aly Son, fear thou the Lord, and the King : and meddle not with them 
that are given to change. Prov. 24. 21. 

But—— whether it be right in the ſight of God, to hearkgn unto you 
more than unto God, judg ye ? ACS 4. 19. 
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' London, Printed for the Author, and are to be Sold by Tho. Fabian 
at the Bible in St. Paul*s Church-yard, 1674. 
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To all the Baptized Believers in Eng- 
land, &c. Graceand Peacethrough 
Chriſt our Lord be multiplied. - 


SSM HF great Apoſtle St. Paul, having taught 
= the Chriſtian Churches in Creet their Du- 
NW ties towards God, ,and towards Czſar , 
\ — x and leaving 1itus (a Meſſenger of the- 
= Tn (Churches) behind bim there, very ſtriftly. 
warns him to put them m mind of their Subjefion to Prin- 
cipalities, and Powers, and to- obey Magiſtrates. 
Knowing -how impoſſible it would be to. propagate the Pro- 
feſſron. of, Chriſtianity, if Chriſtians: did -not ddovn their 
Profeſſion with a meek. and harmleſs Converſation towards 
all Men, and eſpecially by their Obedience to thoſe in Au- 
thority. - ns EY : EE = eo, m_— : 
And conſidering the manifold Temptations that attend 
Chriſtians in theſe days upon that account, T thought it my 
Duty, as one that has obtained Mercy to be faithful, 
to do nty beſt m. giving warumg to my Brethren, leſt any of 
them ſhould be enſnared with ill Principles, or ſpectons Pre. 
rexces,” to ſpeak ar do. any thing that may be inconſiſtent 
with Goſpel-Rules, either in things relating more immedi- 
ately to Almighty God, or to the King's Majeſty, and 
thoſe that. are in Authority under him. oo 
| UH - 


*Such beady Perſons there were'm the Apoſile's Days, 
and therefore the leſs ſtrange if now ſome ſuch be faundin 
the beſt of Churches, as are not afraid to ſpeak: Evil of 
Dignities: | All Ages and ſorts of Chriſtians have been trou- 
bled with ſuch Evil-Workers. 4nd as it bath been the care 
of faithful Men all along to proteſt againſt them, that the 
Truth (which ſuch Wretches only prophane by their Profeſ- 
fion-of it) might not be worſe thought-of becauſe of them , 
So let it be our care to-bear a faithful Teſtimony againit all 
ſuch in theſe Days. \ 
And 1 -beſeech you Brethren, whom God bath made as 
Guides to the reft, that you give all diligence to teach and 
 mſtruZt thoſe under your ( barge, m the Duties which per- 
tain toevery ſtate of Life ; as well as in things which per- 
tanto the Worſhip of our Gracious God : For theſe are 
the things which become {ound DoCtrine, and of 
theſe. our Obedience to Magiſtrates us not the leaſk, Tcom- 
mit the enſuing Diſcourſes to the ( onſideration of all (bri- 
ſtians, and to the Bleſſmg of God, and remain, 


' Jour Brother, 


and Servant in the Goſpel, 


IT Ho. GRANTHAM. 
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BAPTIZED BELIEVERS. 


BEING ALSO 
An Earneſt Perſuaſive to them all, to ſtudy to be 
Quiet, and to do their own Buſineſs, in theſe 
important Particulars, 


1. To Honour all Hen. 
117 I. To Lovethe Brotherhood. 
VIZ. . To Fear God. 
IV. To Honour the King. 


Delivered in ſeveral Diſcourſes upon 1 Pet. 2.17. 


Honour all Men, Love the Brotherhood, Fear God, 
Honour the King. 


many Countries, thought it meet to leave ſome Monu- 

ments of his holy Doctrine with all the Churches. And 

having in two ſacred Epiſtles aſſured them of the cer- 

tainty of the DoCtrine which he had preached, and that it was no 
S able or new Device, but the very Truth which from the Begin- 


ning God made known to his FIOHRgs © He then exhorts co "s 
tec- 


T His great Apoſtle, St. Peter, having preached Chriſt in 
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Stedfaſtneſs, and to hope to the end for the grace or fulneſs of 


Glory, which ſball be brought to all true Chriſtians at the reyeha- 
tion or ſecond coming, of Chrilt. | | ; 

He warns them to beware of Sin, chiefly that root of Ma- 
lice, Envy and Hypocriſy, (for theſe are uſually complicated in 
one) : for as it gave being to all our Miſery,and has been all along 
the ruine of Nations, Churches, and Communities; ſo we are 
adyertiſed that it will abound towards the end of the World. 


"To avoid this damning Iniquity,. we are willed.to conſider onr- 
new Birth, and as new-born Babes to evidence our delight to be 
in the {incere Milk of the Word of God, not in the Vanities of 


*. this World, where we are but Pilgrims. and Strangers ; aſſuring 


ns, that as Chriſt is the ſure Foundation to ſupport his Church : - 


So, (however ſome Builders do ſet.him at naught) he is the Head 
of the Corner, and will certainly in time confound the Diſobedi- 
ent, 1 Pet. 2.7, 8. - = | 

Howbeit,. leſt Chriſtians ſhould be too 1mpatient of the ſeem- 


ing delay of ChriſPs Exaltation, and of the manifold Tribulations. 


which in the mean time they mult ſuffer; he further warns them 


to be of an obedient and ſubmiſſive Spirit to ſuch as are in Autho-.. 


rity, and to adorn their Profeſſion, by an honeſt Converſation, as 
thz beſt way to ſilence their Oppoſers, For ſo & the Will of God, 
that with well-doing ye may put to fulence the ignorance of fooliſh Ae, 
i Pet. 2. 15. For tho tt be very true that all Chriſtians are the 
Lord's Freemen, 1 Cor. 7. 22. yet they may not maliciouſly de- 
{piſe any Man, nor diſhonour any Man, much leſs any that arc in 
Authority : Chriſtianity being indeed the greateſt Obligation 
that'any Man can be under, to preſerve ard chearfully to give to 
all their Dues, in reſpett of Love, Honour, Fear, Tribute, Cu- 


ftom, &c. God is to have the things which are God's, Princes: 


the things which are theirs, andall Men (as well thoſe that are not 
Chriſtians as thoſe that are) muſt have that Love and Honour 
which is their:Lue evenfrom the Servants of Chrilt. 


Thus then we approach the Text ; which calls upon us to 
Honour all Men, Love the Brotherhood, to Fear Goa, and to Honour 
the King, In which Direftions 1s briefly contained the whole duty 
of a.Chriſtian Man. As. | _ | 
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'To "Us Duty in ROY to Mankind: PORE all Mew. 


2. His particular Duty to the Church of God, Love the Ire. 
therhaod. 


3: His ſpecial Duty to Almighty God. Fear God. 
4- His Obedience wo the Higher Pongers, Henows the Ki ing. 


In opening theſe Words, we ſhall conſi Jer the gennine import 
of them. 


I. Honour all Men. (1. ) The Word Honour here, according to 


the Greek, may be underſtood thus, Eſteem all Men highly, value. all 


Men at an "bigh Price, or count them precious : And hence, Fremeling 
reads the place Omnem Hominem in Honore habite, have all Men in 


high Efteem or Honour. And in this Direction is implied thay 
lowly and gracious pirit, that friendly and amicable Temper 


which all Chriſhans ſhould have and evidence towards Mankind : 


for he that is not of a lowly Spirit, cannot Honour all Men. (2.) By 
Al. Men,we mult not here admitof the exception of any Man as ſuch; 


but foraſmuch as they are all the Off-ſpring of God,it is the Will of 


God that a due eſteem be given to them all, as the moſt noble part 
of his Creation under the Sun ; — Ard but a little lower than the 
Angels, Pal. 8. 

2. Love the Brotherhood. By Love here we may ſafely under- 
ſtand, a more ſpecial kind of Love than that which we owe to all 
Men,which.is well expreſſed, in the 2 Epiſt. of Fob, Whom 1 love in 


. the Truth, for the Truths ſake which dwellethin us. Hence ſome of our 


Tranſlators render the Words thus, Love Brotherly Fellowſhip. 
And the Rhemiſts tells us, that Ths Speech often commendeth the Uni- 
ty of all Chriſtians among themſelves. 

3. Fear God, The Original imports an awful dread, or ſuch a 
Fear as cauſeth Trembling ; and?ris the fame: Ward uſed, Mat. 
10. 28. where it is evident ſuch a Fear is intended : Bt rather or 
him which is able t9. deſtroy both Soul and Body in Hell, - By: the Fear 
of God therefore in this place, we muſt underſtand the dutiful Ob- 
ſervance of his revealed Will (for ſo the Fear of God is ſorzetimes 
taken). as ever we expett to ſee his Face with Comfort : avd here 
the Fear of Man is excluded, becauſe it brings a Snare, Prov. 29. 
25. and is a fatal prevention to the Service of God. 


B 2 SY: 


_ 


4 The Loyal Baptiſt. 

4. Honour the King. (1.) The Word T7: does not barely 
ſignify Honour, or Eſteem,, in this place ; but a magnificent or 
fplendid kind of Honour : for ſo hath the Lord ordained for his 
Vicegerents, giving them the Title of Gods in P/al. 82. 6. 
(2.) It is carefully to be conſidered: what King is immediately 
meant in our Text : he could be no King of 1ſrael, for the Kings of 
Iſrael had failed long before this Epiſtle was written ; and tho 
Chriſt was born King of the Fews, yet he did not enter upon his 
Regality with reſpect to the Government of that, nor any other 
Nation : but plainly tells us, HH Kingdom is not of this World. 
Nor did the Apoſtle ſpeak of any Chriſtian King, for as yet None 
of the Princes of this World knew C brift, 1 Cor. 2.8. The King there- 
fore here immediately intended was an Heathen King, the King of 
the Romans, who at that time (as Hiſtorians relate) was both of 
very wicked Life, and Idolatrous in his Religion, calling himſelf 
Pontifex Maximu:, as being chief about the Worſhip of Frprer. 
And yet.S.Peter will have him hononred even by thoſe whio had pur 
themſelves under the Yoak of Chriſt, their Heavenly King. And 
St. Paul expreſly requires the ſame, Rom. 13.1. Wherefore from: 
the Text thus explained, we ſhould learn theſe four things. 


F. That Chriſtians muſt by no means be of an banzhty, ſcornful, nor 
wratbful Spirit towards any Man ;, but of an humble and gentle 
Behaviour, to pay the Debt of Honour to all, and to efteem them 


Precious. = | 


.. Brotherly Fellowſhip, Love and C oncord,are to be ſought for, and 
maintained by all Chriſtians, one with another, as: Jo | 


: HI. Chriſtians muſt have an awful Fear of God before their Eyes, 
.* that in Matters of Religion they may ſerve him only, and not 
provoke him by ſinful Courſes, nor by the Fear of Man. 


IV. Chriſtians are bound by Goſpel-Rules to be good Subjefts to Prin- 


ces,. to honour their Perſons, and conſcienciouſly to obey their 
Authority. IE | 


Theſe: 
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Theſe Propoſitions do harmonize with the Doftrine which is 
according to Godlineſs. | 


For the Firſt ; That Chriſtians muſt by no means (as they ten- 
der their claim to the venerable Title of Chriſtian, and to any 
part in the Kingdom of Chriſt ) be of an haughty, ſcornful or 
wrathful Spirit againſt any Man, is a Doctrine needful-to be pro- 
claimed by an heavenly Herald, by the Voice of an Archangel, 
even to that part of the World called Chriſtendom - For who can 
ſufficiently bewall the almoſt utter Abſence of this gracious Spirit, 
which abounded in the Author and: firſt Profeſſors of Chriſtianity 
and the undeniable Appearance of a Spirit of a quite contrary na- 
ture at this day, in all parts of the World where Chriſt is named ? 
From whence come Wars and Fightings ? Come.they not hence, 
even from Pride ? as it is written, Prov. 13. 10. Only by Pride 
cometh Contentzon, What greater Injuries, Indignities, and Diſ- 
honours can be offered by Mortals one towards another, than are 
amongſt the ſeveral Orders profeſſing Chriſtianity ? yea, very 
often by Men of the ſame Order, one towards another ? So very 
far are the generality of Chriſtians from obeying the Voice of our 
Text: And look how far they are gone from the Spirit of Hu-: 
mility and Tenderneſs, which leads all that have it to eſteem Man- 
kind very precious z fo far they have loſt the Chriſtian Religion, 
as will appear in proving the firſt Propoſition. To which purpoſz.. 

' 1. We ſhall give precendency to our Lord Chriſt, who per- 
ceiving an haughty Spirit peeping forth in his choſen Diſciples, 
even then whillt the very Mirror of Meekneſs and' Humility was: 
before their Eyes,does ſolemnly denounce unto them; ( and in thems 
to all Chriſtians ) that except they were converted, and became as little 
Children, they ſhould by no means enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Luke 18. 15. And therewithal gives notice of a Wo impending. 
or coming upon-the World, from that Spirit of Pride and Ambi- 
tion, in this ſo early an appearance of it, which yet-notwithſtand- 
ing ſeems to have over-run the Church in all Ages, to the Scandal. 
of Religion. But would ſo ſmall a Fault in the chofen Diſciples, 
( as it may ſeem, in reſpect of that which is now: everywhere to 
be found ) ſhut Heaven againſt them, unleſs thoſe converted Souls. 
were converted in t hat Caſe ? Let us tremble to think of this. 


Its? 
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| It's clear from this Inſtance, that ſuch as are of an haughty 

' Mind, cannot honour all Men. They are Bladders puffed up. with 
this Wind ; break this Bladder, there 1s meer Emptineſs. Their 
Goodneſs vaniſhes, when they cannot lift themſelves above others. 
Whereas the truly gracious Soul ſtudies how to ſerve God, and all 
Men for his ſake ; and thus to honour them, is the greateſt Reſpect 
that any Chriſtian can give to Men. Thus did our Lord himſelf 
honaur all : He took upon him the form of s Servant. Phil. 2. 7. 
And indeed his great Deſign in his Life and DoCtrine, was to re- 
ſtore Mankind to a State of Grace, and Reconciliation with God, 
and thereby to Amity and Concord one with another. 

2. Next to our Saviour, let us hear his beloved Diſciple John. 
He often ſpeaks to the whole Church under the Title of L:#cle 
Children ; and the Metaphor is very fit for Chriſtians, as in other 
reſpects, ſo chiefly in this, to put them in mind, they muſt in no 
wiſe be ofa lofty and wrathful Spirit. He tells us, the Love of 
God is not in thoſe Men, who have. the Pride of Life in them, 
1 Fohn 2.15, 16. They cannot honour, eſteem, or count all Men 
precious, till that Image of Chriſt, which ſtandeth 1n Humility, 
be formed in them. 

3. The Apoſtle Paul, 1 Cor. 10. 32, 33. doesnot only teach the 
Brotherhood, that they muſt ſhew all Icekyeſs to all Men, and give 
no Offence to Few nor Gentile:;, but puts himſelf (as becomes all 
true Miniſters of Chriſt ) for a Patern to the, Flock. Tho ( faith 
he) I be free from all Men, yet I bave made my ſelf Servant unto all, 
that I might gainthe more. 1 am made all Things to all Men, that 
1 might by all means ſave ſome. 1 Cor. 9. 19,20,21,22,23, How 
precious did he count the Jewiſh Nation ! ( tho they generally ha- 
ted him ) he could becontent to be undone himſelf, rather than 
they ſhould be loſt. Roz. 10.1. And no leſs concern'd for the 
poor Gentiles, that they alſo might be happy. Rom. 15.16. And 
hitherto did tend the Scope of all his Labours, to wary, teach, and. 
to preſent every. Man perfett in Chriſt Jeſus. Col. 1. 28. 

4+ And foraſmuch as the Tongue is the ordinary Witneſs of 
the Spirit of Pride, and that whereby all Men are incident to di{- 
honour one another, he ſtrictly obligeth all Chriſtians to ler their 
Speech be always withGrace, ſeaſoned with Salt, that they may admini- 
ſter Grace to them that bear them, Col. 4. 6. And he that-will obey 
our Text, to:hozour all Men, muſt remember that he ſpeak, evil of 
0 Man, (an Impiety which God knows even reigns amongſt 


Chriſtians.) 
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Chriſtians. ) The Tongreu an unruly Member, a World of Iniquey. 
And hence the Apoſtle Fames is very Lake, telling us, __—_ 
is yain, if webridle-not that Member. Fam. 3.9, 16, 11, 12, 13. 
. How can that Tongue be fit to bleſs God, to profeſs the Chriſtian 
Religion, which isexerciſed in curſing, ſpeaking evil, or wiſhing 
Hl to any Man ? My Brethren, theſe Things ought not to be. Doth a 
Fountain give ſweet Water and bitter at the ſame place? This is not 
to be found in:Nature, nor to be expected in Grace. Chriſtians 
muſt be known to all Men by their Fruits of Righteouſneſs, Meck- 
neſs, Goodneſs, and Faith ; otherwiſe Men ſhall never be moved 
to glorify God in their behalf. | 
5. That Chriſtian who will honour all Men, muſt love all Men ; 
without this, he cannot eſteem them, nor count them precious. 
Whom we love not, we have: no delight to honour. It is in a 
manner peculiar to the Chriſtian Doftrine, that Men ſhould love 
their Enemies, pray for them that perſecute them and deſpitefully 
uſe them. Let us therefore pay this Debt. to honour all Men in 
Love. He that will do this, muſt bear Mankind upon his Heart 
in Prayer and Supplication. 1 Tim. 2.1. This is a Leſlbn for 
Chriſtians, as ſach, they muſt love their Neighbours as themſelves, 
and all Men are their Neighbours. The Royal Law obliges them: 
toit; Fam. 2.8. If ye ful;ill the Royal Law according to the Scriptures, 
Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbaur as thy ſelf, ye do well; but if ye have 
reſpett to Perſons, ( that 1s, love one, and hate another ) ye commer 
Sin, and are convinced of the Law as Tranſgreſſors. Were Chriſtians 
filled more with-this Fruit of the Spirit, we ſhould fee an end of 
theſe Animoſities, opprobrious and abuſive Epithets, or Brands 
of Reproach and Infamy, which are daily: caſt up>n Men, and: 
too frequently found among Chriſtian Men: Ir is to be lamented. 
that Men who are precious in the eſteem of God, ſhould not. bg. 


eſteemed ſo by one another: 


But: honour all Men, ſays our Text 3 and the Arguments to en» 
force the Duty are.many, of which,fome we will urgein this place, 
and the. firſt ſhall be this : : 


Firſt; They are Men as well as our ſelves, our Equals by Cre-- 
ation, the Workmanſhip of the Hands of the ſame God ; - and: 
therefore are we bound to honour all Men; as Men ; nor can we- 


ſlight, . deſpiſe; or dyhonour them, but we diſhogour our _ : 
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For they are Fleſh of our Fleſh, and God hath made of one Blood all 
| Nations of Men, to dwell upon the Face of the Earth; and heis the 
God of the Spirits of all Fleſh. And thus we have all one Father ; 
.2s one God hath created us, we are all hz Off-ſpring : not as ſome 
prophanely have ſaid, that Man is no more God's Off-ſpring than 
an Hog ; for he did not conſult the Creation of any thing, as he 
did the Creation of Man, Ger, 2. Nor did he breath into the Na- 
ſtrils of Hogs, the ſame Spirit of Life and Wiſdom which he 
breathed into.Man. David admires the Goodneſs of God in the 
dignified State of Man, Pſal. 8. 4,5. And let us beware of 
baſe thoughts concerning Man, leit we value him no more than 
the Beaſts of the Field, and ſo diſhonour him, whom God 
created in great Honour, and to this day ( notwithſtanding his 
Fall ) hath ſer him over the Works of lis Hands. All Men are 
.our Brethren, let ns honour them as ſuch ; for what Brotherhood 
ſoever we attain, yet our humane Fraternity is antecedent, and 
not made void by any Poft-Fraternity, which is good, but rather 
more indeared. This was ſeen in St.Paul, the nearer his Relation 
was to God upon the account of Chriſtianity, the more was his 
Love, and the greater his Sorrow for his Brethren according to 
the Fleſh, Ro-m.9.2. Let not Chriſtians think, that their Relation, 
nor Obligation of Nature to Mankind, is deſtroyed or made leſs, 
by their being Chriſtians; ſuch a vain Conceit will alienate 
us from our own Fleſh, and make us quite pervert the Text,which 
puts: us in mind that our Religion does ſtrongly engage us to ho- 
nour them all. It was a Vertue in the Ph:loſopher, who would not 
be accounted of this or that Nation, Tribe, or City, but entitled 
himſelf a Citizen of the whole World; meaning, he had an equal 
reſpect for Mankind ; and if his Relation might be an Honour, he 
would be related to them all, that he might honour them all. 


Secondly ;, Chriſtians muſt honour all Men, becauſe God himſelf 
hath honoured themall, fetting his Love upon them, and mani- 
feſting it to them, and that divers ways : As, | 

1. In the common Acts,of his Providence, of which we have an 
excellent Accountin the 107: Pſalm, to which I refer you. It is 
he that giveth them fruitful Seaſons, filling their Hearts with Joy 
and Gladneſs; he gives them Life and Breath, and all things. 
Hence they ( even all Nations ) are called his People, and the 
Sheep of bis Paſture, Pſal. 100. 1, 2. and upon this yery ground 


are 
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-are required to pay their Debt of Thankfulneſs unto him. 

2. God has greatly honoured Mankind-in the gracious A of 
Redemption ; I ſay, in this he has greatly efteemed all Men, and 
counted them very precious, That God hath done this for all Mer, 
nothing can be more plain than theſe Teſtimonies : There i one 
God, and one Mediator between God and Man, who gave himſelf a 
Ranſom for all. 1 Tim. 2.6. We ſee Feſus made a little lower than 
the Angels, for the ſuffering of Death. That he by the Grace of 
God ſhould taſte Death for every Man. Heb. 2.9. For all have ſin- 
ned, and come ſhort of the Glory of God, being juſtified freely by his 
Grace, throuth the Redemption which 5 in Chriſt Jeſus. Rom.3.2 3324. 
He is a Propitiation for our Sins, and not for ours only, but alſo for the 
Sins of the whole World. Surely he that againſt the Light of theſe 
plain Teſtimonies, can or will think that God neglected the great- 
eſt part, or any part of Mankind, in the moſt important Buſineſs 
of Redemption, muſt needs have a very low eſteem and diſho- 
nourable thoughts of that part of Mankind, cannot value them 
much above the fallen Angels cr Devils, for whom no Ranſom 
was given ; and conſequently they cannot honour all Men. The 
Deyils are but Sinners, ſhut up to the Judgment of Eternal Fire, 
without means of Recovery; and theſe Men;that narrow up the Re- 
demption of Man to the Elect only, ſhut up the remainder of Men 
in that Condemnation which is inevitable. And what Honour can 
belong to ſuch ? How ſhould we count them precious, if indeed 
God hated them from all Eternity ? It is not ſaying, That we 
know them not by Name, and therefore ought to honour all Men, that 
will ſalve the Buſineſs : For the truth 1s, if we heartily honour 
all Men, we muſt be ſure that God would have us do ſo; and of 
this we cannot be ſure, if we think God made them only to damn 
them : For if the Eſteem or Honour which we give to all Men, 
proceed not from ſincere Love to them, and Deſire of their Hap- 

ineſs, it is but Hypocriſy, no true Honour ; for the Honour 
which we owe to all Men, is not founded upon any thing wherein 
they are dignified above us, but upon thoſe Bleſſings or Favours 
from God, which are common to us all, and yvherein he has made 

- nodifference between one and another. And thereforcif we truly 
eſteem, love, and wiſh all Men well in the Caſt of their Salvation, 
me mult believe that God does ſo too, or elſe we cannot do it hear- 
tily. Auguſtine's Speech here is worthy of Remembrance; - O 
vehement Love - that God for Man's Caſe can vouchſafe to become 

; Man ! 
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Man! Who can bate Man, whoſe Nature and Likeneſs. he beholds in 
the Humanity of Gad ? Surely, if God has not loved. all Men in 


Chriſt, we have no cauſe to count them: precious, becauſe we fee 
them not favoured in the Humanity of God. 


'3- Thatour God counts all Mer precious, may be ſeen in the 
Order given, that the. Word of Peace or Reconeiliation may be 
preached to all Mer, or, to every Creature ; to be made known ta 
all Nations. for the Obeatence of Faith. Mat. 28. 19, Rom. 16. 26. 
Surely this Mellage, with the Meſſenger and Meſſengers that 
brought. it to all Men, does ſtupendouſly evidence, how precious 
God accounts all Men. He. may juſtly demand, What could have. 
been done to evidence my Love to Man, and the precious Eſteem 
L have of him, which I have not done. Has he not ſent his Apo- 
ſtles, whoſe Words have gone to the uttermoſt parts of the Earth ? 
Rom. to. Yea, he hath ſent his Son, whom he hath made Heir of 
all Things ; yea, he hath ſent thus to thoſe that would not accept 
theſe Tokens of Love, Eſtimation, or Honour. Fohs 1. 11. Mar. 

21.38. Surely it is an Att of Honour towards. the Party vitited, 
when the King comes to vilit the Beggar, yea, the Traytor. 
Whence is this to me, ſaid Elizabeth, that the Mother of my Lord 
ſhould come to me? And whence 1s this to Man, or what Honour 
hath God conferred upon Man, that our Lord himſelf ſhould come 
to Man, -to redeem him by the Death of the Croſs, and to make. 
all Men ſee what is the Fellowſhip of this myſterious Piece of 


Godlineſs, (which i God manifeſt in the Fleſh, &c.) by the Light of 
the Goſpel ? 


Thirdly ; Chriſt:ans muſt honour all Men, becauſe this is one effetu- 
al way to recommend the Way of Chriſtianity, or the Truth which we 
profeſs, to the acceptance of ail Men, And hitherto may be refer- 
red theſe and the like Rules; Walk, iz Wiſdom. towards them that 
are withour. If you ſalute your Brethren only, whaf do you more than 
others? The Seruant of the Lord muſt not ſtisve., but be gentle towards 
all Men. Render to no Man Evil for Evil, but overcome Evil with 
Good, Shewing all Meckneſs to all Men. Giving a Reaſon of the 
Hope that is in you, with Meckneſs and Fear. That Chriſtian that 
ſhall walk towards all Men according to theſe Rules, ſhall certain- 
ty honour all Men, and greatly recommend the Truth to them all ; 


for thus ſhall he himſelf become an Epiltle of Chriſt, read: and 
known of. all Men, 1. Cor. 3.2. | ; 
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I ſhall conclude this firſt DoCtrine with - a ſolemn Proteſtation 
again(t all ſuch as would ſet up their Religion by Violence, Blond, 
and Treachery, by what Name ſoever diſtinguiſhed ; for if this 
be their Scope, they have not known Chriſt, nor the Divine 
Power of Chriſtianity. Cain leads the Van to this unreaſonable 
Troop, who never did nor can honoxr all Men, till they be deli- 
vered from this Principle : No, they deſire to kill, that they 
only might be honoured. By this unchriſtian ſort of Chriſtians, 
what unſpeakable Butcheries have been committed ! Hundreds 
of Thouſands itt a Mighbouring Nation, in this Ape, cruelly de- 
ſtroyed. What Hangings, Burnings, and Tormentings all F- 
rope over ! And this pretendedly to advance Holy Church ! As 
if our Saviour's Houſe muſt be built with Blood, when yet he 
plainly rells us, he came not to kill Men, but to ſave them, and 
ol; rebukes his Diſciples, when ſuch a Spirit appeared in 
them. | | 

And have we not ſeen a refined Generation, ( as they would 
be thought ) peeping forth, with the Name of Blood, or the 
ſmiting Principle, written on their Forehead, with direCtion to 
their Proſelites to pray, that God would deſtroy all Oppreſlioa 
and Oppreſſors from off the face of the Earth ! Lord! what is 
this ? The greateſt part of Mankind peradventure are Oppreſ- 
ſors in one thing or other ; and muſt a Chriſtian pray for their 
Deſtruction, or for their Converſion ? Sure the latter is the Duty 
of all Chriſtians. 1 Tn. 2. 1,2. They cannot deſire ſuch a wo- 
ful Day, but that Mercy may be extended, knowing that them- 
ſelves were ſometimes fooliſh, diſobedient, living in Malice, hateful, 
and hating one another. Tit. 3. But alas! do not theſe Men pray 
for their own Deſtruftion 2 Who ſees not that ſuch a Principle 
is pregnant with Oppreſſion ? O let all Chriſtians beware of it. 
And let us pray for them that hate us, perſecute us, and ſpeak all man- 
ner of Evil againſt us falſly, for bis Names ſake, whe hath called uz 
not only to believe, but as ro ſuffer for bis ſake: 


Thus 1:aving all Men of bloody, violent, -and treacherous Prin- 
ciples, to conſider what Spirit they are of ; how unlike our Lord 
Chriſt how different from the Primitive Chriſtians ; how con- 
trary to Humanity it ſelf, which teaches all todo to others ( not 
as they do) but as we would they ſhould do to us: We ſhall 

C 2 proceed 
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proceed to the next Point of DoCtrine, grounded upon the ſecond. 
Direction in the Text, Love the Brotherhood. Ts 


Dott. II. Brotherly Fellowſhip, Love and Unity ts carefully to be en- 
deavoured and maintained by all Chriſtians. 


This Brotherhood being not natural, but ſpiritual aud myſti- 
cal,. admits of a twofold Contideration : 


1, In the largeſt Sence the Word ( and Uſe of It ia Scrip- 
ture ) will bear. 


2. Ina more ſtrict and ſpecial Sence. 


In the firſt, we muſt comprehend all that own the holy Scrip-- 
tures for the Rule of Faith, believing in the only true God, the 
Father, Son, and Holy-Ghoſt, ( for theſe three are one ):; that 
Chriſt died for our Sins, and roſe again for our Juſtification; that 

hve ſoberly, according tothe general Rules 'of Chriſtianity, tho 
| they may be diverſly perfnaded in the Methods of Chri- 
ſtian Worſhip. Or 1 could be content, ( if the State of Chriiti- 
anity would' bear it.in theſe Days) to expreſs my ſelf in this 
Caſe in the Words of St. Paul, 1 Cor. 1.2. All that in every place 
call upon the Name of our Lord Feſus Chrift ; among whom he 
found Diverſities of Opinions, as well as Diſorders in practice of 
Ordinances. Not that he allows either, but labours to reform 
both, yet ſo as he would preſerve Amity among them as they were 
Brethren, tho ſome of them were caraal, 1 Cor. 3. others allow- 
ing themſelves a very dangerous Liberty in religious Matters, even 
to eat Things ſacrificed to Idols ; ſome doubting of the Reſur- 
rection, others very looſe in their Devotion at the Lord”s Table ; 
they were ſome tumultuous, others otherwiſe vicious, 2 Cor. 13.. 
Now whether the. Apoſtle, in his Exhortations to Unity, intends, 
that notwithſtanding. thefe Errors they ſhould hold ample Com- 
munion with the Erroneous ; or whether, upon adhering to Re- 
proof by him given, -and their obeying the Epiſtles which he ſent: 
to'them, he obliges. them to maintain and uphold their Commu- 
nion, is the Buſineſs to be conſidered. Es 

The firſt it is not like to be, for then few Errors, either in Do-. 
Arine or Life, could break this brotherly Fcllowſhip among Chri- 
ſtians.. And then. ta:what purpoſe are theſe Rules given ? Mark. 


them 
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them which cauſe Diviſions and Offences, contrary to the Doftrine which 
ye have learned, and avoid them. Rom. 16.17. Withdraw your 
ſelves from every Brother which walks diſorderly, &c. 2 Thell. 3. 6. 
Surely all that can be required, as to Unity with theſe Chriſtians, 
is a brotherly Compaſſion, to encourage what we can the Truth 
they hold, or the Good they do-;, to hold with them in the: com- 
mon Cauſe of Chriſtianity, againſt the common Enemy of it:: F 
conceive the latter to be the only ſafe way, vz. - That notwith-- 
ſtanding their great Carnality, Weakneſs of Judgment,: or Fro- 
wardneſs in their erroneous Opinions, #c. if now they would re- 
celve the Counſel of the Lord*s Meſſenger, or which the Lord by 
his Meſſenger had ſent unto them, that then the Brotherhocd once- 
found among them ſhould {till continue, tho they had too evi- 
dently forfeited: their Privileges. Thus to take the Apoſtle's. 
meaning, 1s to make him harmontze with himſelf. 2 Thef.. 3. 14. 
Tf any Man obey not our Word by this Epiſtle, note that Man, and have- 
zo Company with him, that he may be aſhamed ; yet count him not an- 
Enemy, but admoniſh him as a Brother, But to take the Apoſtle in 
_ the firſt Sence, would: make him irreconcileable to or with himſelf: 
So then, Paul did not adviſe the Faithful at Corimb, to hold am-- 
ple Communion with thoſe of ill Life, and erroneous Principles in: 
the neceſlary parts of Religion, ſuch as the Reſurrection, and Se-- 
paration from [dolatry doubtleſs are ; for he that denies the firſt, 


denies Chriſt to be riſen, makes the Apoſtles falſe Witneſſes, and the 
And. the ſecond makes. 


lap of the Lord, 
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Faith of Chriſtians vain, : Cor, 15. 12,3. 
Men uncapable to ſerve God': Ye cannot drink the C 
and the Cup of Idols ( or Devils. ) 1 Cor. 1. 10. 


Let us then conſider the ſecond, or more ſtrit Sence of the: 
Word, Brotherhood, in our Text. And here we muſt take it, as it. 
ertains to truly conſtituted and well-governed Societies of Chy-- 
ſtians : For undoubtedly God.mntended to have the Chriſtian Re-- 
ligion ſtated and maintained 1n all Nations, according to the 
priſtine Simplicity of the Goſpel, without the mixtures of Legal. 
Ceremonies, or humane Innovations : For when Jeſus gave com-- 
miſſion to his Apoſtles, to teach all Nations, baptizing them ; and” 
then, to teach them ro obſerve all Things whatſoever he commanded 
then. . Mat. 28. 19, 20. and gave being to this Order, to continue: 
to the end of the World, it muſt needs be highly rational: on the: 


part of all ſuch, as do piouſly ſtand to this Form of Doctrine, as. 
| _ expli-- 
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explicated and delivered to the Churches, Rom. 6. 17. Heb.6, 1,2. 
And conſequently it muſt needs be very pleaſing to God, and 
commendable in the Church, that his Inſtitutes be kept with the 
greateſt exaCtneſs, as they were delivered at firs, 1 Cor. 11. 2. 

For if once Variations in either the DoCtrinal or Practical 
Parts of the Chriſtian Religion be admitted, there can be no cer- 
tain duration of any Truth. A little Leaven leaveneth the whole 
Lump, Gal. 5. 7. And this the Apoſtle ſpeaks too, with relation 
to the Impoſition of ſome Legal Rites, which once had a Divine 
Original and Uſe in the Church of God, and yet now could not 
conlh1ſt with obedience to the Truth. Gal. 5. 7. Ye did run well, 
who did hinder you, that you ſhould not obey the Truth? Hence Saint 
Paul would not giveplace to St. Peter himſelf, ( when too much 
fymbolizing with legal Ceremonies, Gal. 2.) that ſo the Truth of 

the Goſpel.might continue in the Churches of Galatia; plainly 
ſhewing, that as Light and Darkneſs cannot dwell together, ſo 
the Goſpel is excluſive of legal Ceremonies and humane Innova- 
tions. And ſeeing all muſt grant, there has been a very great de- 
parture from the Truth of the Goſpel, both in Doctrine and 
Practice, there cannot be a better Method (1 ſuppoſe) thought 
.on, to amend what is amiſs in the Chriſtian World, ( and oy 
0 reſtore true brotherly Fellowſhip ) than that uſed by our Lord, 
Mat. 19. 8. to reform a Corruption among the Jews, and ſuch an 
Error too as had a ſhew of Scripture-Authority for it, (I mean 
the Caſe of Dzwvorce ) yet our Saviour ſuppreſſeth that Cuſtom, 
by referring to the primitive Inſtitution of Marriage ; From the Be- 
grinning it was not ſo. 

And upon this Text, how well does our Brethren (I mean the 
-Sober and Pious in the Church of England ) defend themſelves a- 
gainſt Popiſh Innovations, both in Opinion and Practice? One 
of them {peaks thus: As touching each of theſe Errors, we can 
ſay with our Saviour, in this preſent Correption of the Phariſees, 
that fromthe Beginning it was not ſo, and we care not whence 
they come, unleſs they come from the Beginning. This hath ever 
been ( faith he ) the Rule, the warrantable Rule to reform a 
Church. When Eſdras was intent on building the Temple, he 
ſent not to Epheſ#s, much leſs to Rome ;, he did not enquire into 
the Rituals of Numa Pompilius ;, but had recourſe for a Temple, to 
that of Solomon; and for a Rite, to:that of Moſes. Indeed for 
Things meerly indifferent, ( as he obſerves ) there muſt be pre- 


{ſerved 
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ſerved a Liberty in all Churches to conſult and.do for the beſt. 1 
dare not fay as he, To make Conſtitutions; (for that*sa great word) 
but. to manage her Afﬀairs with Decency, Order, and Charity. 


But to come more direttly toour Doctrine, which Is, Brotherly 
Fellowſhip ;,. Love and Unity is carefully to be endeavoured and maintained 


by all Chriſtians. 


Certain it 1s that our Love, as Chriſtians, may go much farther 
than our actual Communion 1n all things Chriſtian, may do ; and. 
yet this Love it ſelf is a kind of Fellowſhip. The Angels have Fel- 
lowſhip with us, and acknowledg themſelves our Fellow Servants,, 

| Kev. 19. to. and yet they do not partake with. us in all our acts 
of Religion, but only by approbation and corroboration, in. 
things which are well done. Now the beſt or moſt orderly ſort. 
of Chriſtians cannot concelve a greater diſproportion between 
their Churches, and. the Churches of the moſt erring (if but well-- 
eaning) Societies that conſcientiouſly profeſs Love and-Obedi-- 
ence to Chriit : And even hence, we are obliged to hold as much 
Brotherly Fellowſhip with them, as we can, eſpecially. that of Love. 
and Brotherly Compaſlion. For. when we conſider, that even 
ſome of all ſorts of Chriſtians will rather dye, than baſely deny 
their Lord and Maſter, we cannot but have Fellowſhip with ſuch. 
in our Spirits, whilſt it is the ſame (and not a: feigned Chriſt). ta 
whom they ſhew their utmoſt teſtimony. of Love. 

And this Conſideration alone, may ſuffice to. take away that 
zmbitteredneſs, which ts too often found among Chriſtians diſſent— 
ing one from another : Let their Appellations be what they will, 
ſo that they believe in the true Chriſt, and live well, being alfo 
faithful to what they-know. . And tho they be never ſo angry with 
me for oppoſing them in their Traditions,. or erring Notions o= 
therwiſe, yet I muſt have a Brotherly tenderneſs towards them all 
for the Truths ſake which dwelleth in them. But now... for ample 
or full Communion, 1 ſee not how that can bt attained and maine 

- tained, but where there is antecedent to it, an Union both. in Dc=- 
&rine and Practice, in things neceſlary to. the true Conſtitution: 
and Government of the Church of Chriſt. And' ſeeing alſo our. 
Differences about theſe things are not-ſmall, or trivial ; it cannot 
(I think) be better ordered, than that a Friendly DiſtinCtion, and 


Brotherly Forbearance be permitted as to amp Communion ; Ea 
ab: 
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'that Men cannot comfortably nor peaceably join together till they 
| be agreed in theſe things. _— | 
I ſee not that the difference betwixt Paul and Barnabas was fo 
great (as to the.thing about which they diftered) as the things a- 
bout which Chriſtians differ in theſe days; and yet its certain 
their Contention being great (for mze g&vc pars ſignifies provekeng, 
gauling, and imbittered Speeches, and Minds, ſay the Learned) it is 
certain they could not tranſact their Afairs in the Goſpel together, 
but apart. And this was written perhaps to ſhew, that a compe- 
tent Unity in Judgment muſt precede our actual Communion, and 
till that be attained among us.there is a neceſlity (in regard, partly 
of human Frailty. and partly in regard of ſome precious Truths) 
to forbear one another,without deltroying the Truth to which we 
have attained reſpeCtively. 

And thisis the greateſt Love we can extend to one another, un- 
«der theſe difficult Circumſtances. | 

1. Topity and heartily to pray one for another;for the Seryant 
of the Lord muſt not ſtrive but be gentle towards all Men, in 
Meekneſs inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves. - 

2. There muſt be all Patience exerciſed, and Compaſſion ſhewed 
to the Ignorant, and thoſe that are out of the way, eſpecially 
where the ſcruple is tender and conſcientious. And in the mean 
time, the faithful Miniſter of God mult hd faſt the form of ſound 
Words, he muſt teach the ſame Dottrine which was committed to his 
Truſt by the Apoſtles. He muſt warn others that they teach no other 
Dofrine. He muſt not give place to Fewiſh, or other Fables. And 
the Church muſt ſo walk in Chriſt, as they firſt recezved him, rooted 
in the Foundation-Principles, eſtabliſhed and built up in him : 
Not carried about with every Windof Dottrine, but ſpeaking the Truth 
in Love,muſt endeavour to grow up into Chriſt ww all things. Ina word, 
1t 1s the Duty of this Brotherhood to ſtick cloſe to the whole Coun- 
celof God, and not to partake with other Mens Sins, or Errors in Life 
er Religion ; which cannot be done, where contrarieties in Do- 
Ctrine and Practice about things neceſſary to the true State and 
Government of the Church of Chriſt, are allowed in the ſame Fel- 


lowſhip or Community. 


Love the Brotherhood. This Fraternity are in a ſpecial manner 
to love one another. | | | 
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1.: Becauſe God himſelf hath loved them with a ſpecial kind: of 
Love: And if God ſo loved us,we ought alſo to love one another, 1 John 
3- It is happy when the Love of Chriſtians is fonnded: upon this 
bottom, viz. the Manifeſtation of God's Love to them, and not 
upon any thing of human Excellency ; for this is to-have- Mens Per- 
| ſons in Adnaration, and not to admire this, Behold what manner af 
Lovethe Father. batb-beſtowed upon. us! On 0 
.. 2, :Becauſe-this is.the ſweeteſt Manifeſtation, that we are : the 
Children of God ; for n this is manifeſt the Children of God, x John 
3.10. namely, that they love tharr Brethren : And every one that 
lovethjs born of God, And-our Saviour makes it the true Character 
of Chriſtianity : By this ſhall all Men know that ye are my Diſciples, if 
ye love one another, Joh. 13.35. ., 


3: Becauſe this is. the uniting Grace among Chriſtians, this 
- makes their Society ſweet, their Fellowſhip deſirable, its a Fellow 
Jhip of Love, Phal. 2. 1. This makes them like David and Jonathan, 
they are bound in one Girdle, and their Love was wonderful. 
4+ Becauſe this makes the Sufferings of Chriſtians eaſy ; when 
thoſe that ſuffer love them, in defence of whoſe Faith they do ſuf- 
fer ; and ſee themſelves beloved of their Brethren, even then when 
all Men ſeem to hate them. This made Paul himſelf rejoice in his 
Sufferings, Phil. 4. 10, 14. I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at 
the laſt your care of me hath flouriſhed again, — Te have well done 
that ye have communicated with me in my Afiiltion. —. 


Let us touch the things briefly, which may be ſure Evidences of 
this Brotherly Love. — — LR 
1. If then we love the Brotherhood, we are much concern'd 
about them in our Thoughts. For what is the Object of a Man's 
Love.is the Subject of his Meditation. All true Lovers know. this, 
by Experience ; and let the Love of the Brotherhood exceed our 
Love in other caſes. An inſtance of this Love we have in St. Paul, 
Col. 2. 1, 2. For I would that ye knew what great conflitt I have for 
you, and for them of Laodicea, and for as many as have not ſeen my Face 
3n the Fleſh : That their Hearts might be comforted,being knit together 
in Love, QC. | 
_ 2. If welove our Brethren, we bear them much upon our Heart - 
in our Prayers ; we cannot forget them if we. rightly love them. 
Paul made mention of him in every Prayer of his whom be dearly loved, 


2 Tim. x. 3. Let all Chriſtian ks do ſo too, for we cannot 
| do 


18 The Lopal Baptiſt: . 
d6 1eſs for any of them; or for many of tlient we: can do no 
3. If we love the Brotherliood, we will eſteem them. bighly, ac- 
eording to the Vertues which we ſee.in them, 2: Fohn v. 1,2,3. And 
whom: we love we will commend, and advance as much as we can,. 
becauſe it23-rhe native Property of Love to do ſo; as appears : in 
the interchanges of Love in the'Song of -Solomen, between Chriſt. 
and his Church : and is the way too, to encreaſe Love, . as all Ex-- 
perience ſhews. | - _ 

" 4; {fwe love our Brethren, we will to our beſt defend their 
Reputation againſt thoſe that injure them. 'T hus Pad vindicated; 
not himſelf only, but thoſe faithful Miniſters which: were: with. 
him, when ſome reported of them that they walked after the Fleſh, 
and ſaid; - Let #4 do Evil that good may come-;, whoſe Damnation, 
for ſuch-vile Reproaches againſt the Servants of Chriſt, he avers:o. 
be juſt. | 

Wir we love the-Brotherhood, we will to our Power relieve: 
their Neceſſities. For He that hath thu Worlds. Good, and ſees. bis 
Brother-want; and ſhutteth up the Rowels-of hu Compaſſion, how dmetts- 
the Love of God in him ?: And ſaith another Apoltle, If'a Brother or 


S;fter be deflitute of daily Food, and ye jay, Be ye filled, and give them. 
not thoſe things that are neceſſary, what doth It profit ? Wherefore 
let Love be without Diſſimulation. Let it be fervent. For to: 


thisend were our Soxls purified in We ak oe O0E SOS rs Spirit, 
ren, 


eyen unto unfeigned Love of the Bret r Pet. 122. 
. 6.. The laſt Evidence. If we love the Brotherhood, we will ſeek: 
and preſerye as much as we can, the Peace of the whole, and the 
Profperity every part.. Pray for the Peace off Jeruſalem (ſaith. 
David)they ſhall proſper that love thee ;, for my Brethrey and Companions, 
ſake I willmow ſay, Reace be within thy Walls, and- Proſperity. within thy. 
Palaces, How greatly does the true Son of David, our Lord Feſus, 
pray for this Bleſſing upon the whole Church, Thar they all may be 


-"S 


one,as he and his Father are one ? And what Chriſtian will not trem- 


ble to think of doipg any thing agatsſt the tenour. of his bleſſed. 
Prayer? > 


I will conclude. this point” with 'a ſolemn Proteſtation againſt* 
tho Evils.which chiefly hinder-the love.of the Brotherhood ; 
and the firſt is Pridg+- 


The Loyal Baptif#. "T9 
. - 7. Only through Pride cometh Contention (ſaith the Spirit); when 
Men are admirers of themſelves; Proud, -Boafters ; they ſoon be- 
.come deſpiſers of thoſe that are good, and Enemies to the Love of 
the Brotherhood. Dzarrephes being got to this point, preſently 
makes havock of the Church, by calting the Brethren out of the 
Ghurch that ſhewed their brotherly. Love'to the travelling Minj- 
ſters. And why ? becauſe he loved to have the Preheminence, in- 
omuch as he ſpayed not to undervalue the Apoſtle himſelf. Aprond 
Profeſſor cannot ave the Brotherhood. Re ns 
2. As all. proud Men are Enemies to brotherly Love ;'ſo-moſt of 
all Tuch as take themſelves to. be infallible about things moſt on 
table, being vainly confidenc that God is oppoſed when their Im- 
Poſitions are not obeyed. Theſe Men commonly drive furiouſly, 
rend and tear,if their Mandates meet with diſlike or non-reception. 
"Theſe Men will ever ſtand ſtrenuouſly upon Niceties, and make 
yer which are.doubtful, and meerly indifferent, to become ne- 
cellary. 
3. Thoſe who make Gain their Godlineſs,are great Enemies to 
Brotherly Love, theſe are called greedy Dogs by the Prophet, greedy - 
-Wotves by the Apoſtle ; theſe ſeek their own, not the things of 
Chriſt. - They are Enemies to him; their God is their Belly, ' they 
:mind earthly things ; they change with every Wind for Prefer- 
ment. They are Lovers of their own ſelves. They teach things 
-which they ought not, for filthy Lucres ſake» They love not the 
Brotherhood, but their Money. | 


. Thus much to the ſecond Point. We come now to the third 
part-of our Text. Ed et ee 
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_ __ Fear Od, 
. - Hence the Doctrine has been propounded thus. 


Y *r_ 


II 2 


- , 
- 
. \ 


 Do& Ill Chriſtians muſt have an anful Fear of God _ c thai 


_ 
AO I* 7 


im only, 


Eyes, that in Matters of Religion they may ſerve T 
and not provoke him by ſinful Courſes, T7 the Fear 
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 Tocome rightly to the performance of this Duty, we muſt en- 
deayour to haye a right knowledg or Belief of this God whom we 
_ D 2 are 
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areto fear, for this'our Saviour makes to be the weighty part of our 
Religion, Faith,and the Fear of God, Now 1n this Faith, which an- 
' receeds the Fear, Worſhip, and Service of God, we mult conſider 
the Eſſence and Attributes of God.. .In the firſt, he is infinitely be- 
yond the reach of our knowledg, or finding out unto Perfection. 
Job 4. 24- It is but a ſmall portion that we kyow (or can know) of him 
wm this World. © > + 
+...  Faiththerefore ſatisfies it ſelf,, with: knowing that 
Pſal. go. 2, Gods: or;that there is one God. [That heis a Spirit 
" Rev:::4."-10. Eternal, Pare, Omnipotent,: Immutable, Inviſible, 
1:Tim. 1.47. Merciful, Faithful, Holy,. Juſt and Good; and that 
Pſal. 147.5. hes infinitely and perfectly ſo, and whatſoever elſe 
Prov. 15. 3- may be ſaid to repreſent him Great and: Glorious; 
OO -Great In his Sovereignty and Dominion, Glorious 
in his deings towards the: Children ef Men. In a Word, Faith 
apprehends or believes this God:to be, whatſoever his Word de- 
clares him to be, which together with his works of Creation and 
Providence are the Intelligencers to Mortals, his. good. Spirit alſo 
helping and illuminating all that heartily: ſeek after him. How- 
beit this Faith-is not of the ſame magnitude in all that have it, but 
?tis of the ſame Nature, -— Ts. all that have obtuined like PYecooms 
. Faith with us, through the Righteouſneſs of God, and our Saviour Feſus 
Ebrift, 2 Pet. 1.1. . . 
| Ta,fear God, is indeed a Duty incumbent upon all Men, and-not 
upon Chriſtians only. And forthe better performance of this great 
Duty, it is good to know the Cauſe, why Mankind of all other 
 Creaturests hound. to fear God ; I ſay, Mankind only.of all ſublu-- 
nary Creatures : for from other Creatures God. expects not this, 
nor do they pay it to him, not having capacity, and ſo no neceſſi- 
| ty.on them to doit. But they are fubjugated to the Fear of Man.,. 
who is placed over them as Supream, P/al. 865. 7,8. Gen.g..2. In-- 
deed I do not. find that this Fear. and Dread.of Man, was upon the : 
Creatur- . velow him, till aſter the Earth-was accurſed. It is true 
a Domilnion-was.givetrMan over them in his innocent Eſtate, - Ger. 
1..23, But that he ſhould-have ruled them with Rigour, as now, I 
find not; . but do.conceiye that. the: terreur of Man to: the brute- 


Creatures, and their Diſobedience to him,are Effects of the Curſe: . 
and its certain the Curſe was the Effect.of Sin. But in theſe things . 
leg ignotie tog-.emianss. [hoo 
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Now. whether in caſe Man had not:finned, he ſhould have been 
obliged to fear God as now, or whether he ſhould have properly 
feared God at all, may be enquired here? 'To which:it may bean- 
ſwered, That feeing- God had endued Manwith excellent Reaſon 
and Judgment, and yet put him in a mutable State, and gave him 
notice that his ſtate was fuch, when he gave him a Law with a 
Penalty upon the Breach of it. In the Breach of which : he ſhould 
ſurely dye, Gen. 2. 17: It follows that Man was even then bound to 
Fear, and to ſtand in awe of his Majeſty from the beginning before 
Sin was upon him.- So that Sin is not the Original Cauſe of the 
Fear of God, but his Bounty towards Man, and abſolute Sove- 
relgnty over him, are the Grounds..of it. And hence we may 
learn, how juſt, how neceſlary itis for us who-are of. the fall'n race of 
Azam, not only for that we are under theſe Original Obligations, 
and for that the Covenant which we are under as Chriſtians, tho'a: 
Covenantof Grace,. yet ts truly conditional ( whatever ſome mur- 

- mur to the contrary) to fear the God of Heaven, and: to ſtand'in- 
awe of his Majeſty. Behold therefore the-Goodneſs. and. Severity of 
God'! on them that fell, Severity , but towaras thee Goodneſs, if- thou 
continue in his Goodneſs : otherwiſe thou alſo ſhall be:cut. oft Rom. 11, 
22. Heb. 4. 1- But it is furthermore our Duty, - for that 'we are 
more ſubject to err than Adam was, for all grant he had Free-will, 
and Sufficiency of Ability to ſtand had he uſed it. But tho ſome 
of us do-hold-we have a liberty of Will, yet. we mult all confeſs our: 
Power to be very ſtnall; without intervening Grace;. etther to re- 
fiſt Temptations, or to do aCts of Righteouſneſs. Not that-weare- 

-. {fficient to think, any thing as of our. ſelues,. but our ſuſſuciency u of God; 
2 Cor. 3. 5- EE, fk 
There is a DiſtinCtion of. Fear towards God much fpoken of, 
to wit,. a ſerve Fear, and a filial Fear.. The firſt they would- 
exclude from a Chriſtian. Burt if by ſervile Fear be intended no- 
more. than to fear God, as a good Servant is-to-fear his Maſter. I 
can ſee no-reaſon tor exclude it : HI be a Maſter, where 1s my Fear ?. 
faith the Lords Mal- 1,16- It ſeems God's. Servants mull fear him. 
But perhaps the: meaning of the diſtinftion is this : By: filial 

. Fear 1s. meant an holy Dread; l:ft we do any thing that is evil, or leave 
undone the thing that is good 3 : and by ſervile Fear, is meant a Fear. 
of - Puniſhment only: If this be it;- 1 ſhall ſay little to it; . believing, 
whoever: mikes this diſtinAtion; would :have all Men, and ſpecially 


Chriſtians, , to fear God.ſo.as to depart. from all Evil. an Eon Z 


-Good, leſt Judgment be the Portion :of their Cup from the 


Fear Ged;. that is, ſtand in. awe of his Majeſty, worſhip and 
ſerve him, and him only. _ 1 Sar. 12. 14. Only fear the Lord, and 
ſerve him with all your Heart. Pal. 45. 11. Ho is thy Lord, and 
worſhip thou him, Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord thy God, and him only 
ſhale thou ſerve. Mat. 4..10.. This 15 God's Right, we muſt only 
pay it to him. When Peter was PIT | this Strait, whether to 
pleaſe or'fear Men, when his Servite to God was the matter in 
queſtion, his Speech was very frank and reſolute, As 4. 19. 
Whether it be right in the ſight of God, to hearken unto Men more than 
unto God, judg ye, This then mult ever become good Chriſtians 
in matters of Religion, to ſtick cloſe to that which is right in the 
Might of God, however it may be countermanded by Man. The 
Condeſcenſions of holy Paul were {o wiſely attempered, as even 
then when he was made all things to all Men, and paying his debt 
of Love to the Wiſe and Unwiſe, ſo as to be without Law to 
them that were without Law, and under the Law to them that 
were under the Law ; yet he was not without Law to God, but under 
the Law to Chriſt ; he would not in to pleaſe any, nor do Evil that 
Good might come : . For the Fear of the Lord u clean, the Beginnin 
.of Wiſdom, and that which muſt keep us company all our days ; 
elſe we lie open to the fiery Darts of Satan, which will both hit 
and hurt, where the Fear of the Lord is abſent. Therefore bleſſed 
is the Man:that feareth always. This is that Grace which held Fo- 
'ſeph back from Uncleanneſs, Nehemiah from Self-endedneſs in 
:God's Service, when others made it burthenſom : This did not I, 
ſaith he, becauſe of the Fear of the Lord, 

Work out your own Salvation with Fear and Trembling, faith the 
Apoſtle. 7 rrembled in my ſelf, that I might reſt in the Day of Trox- 
le, ſaith the Prophet. 7 exceedingly Ro and quake, Bid Moſes. 
1 am ſo troubled I cannot ſpeak, ſaid David. And ſhall we not ex- 
ceedingly fear, and ſtand in awe of that Majeſty, which made 
theſe Pillars in the Church to tremble ? Beware of a ſtupid and 
careleſs Spirit, for that will ſoon prove a revolting Spirit. Fer. 5. 
' 22, 23- David makes that awful Fear of God an expreſs Duty - 
to all.; -Pſa. 76.7. Thou, even thou art to be feared; and who m 


ſtand in thy preſence, when once thou art angry? Without a. pls 7-4 


Fear no Service ta God is acceptable. Heb. 12. And he; i 


| $. there- 
fore greatly to be feared in the Aſſembly of the Saints. 2 


Thus 


23: 


Thus munch in general. We ſhall now endeavour to deſcribe 
the Man that walks in the Fear of. God,in a few Particulars. And, . 


r. He that truly fears God, worſhips and ſerves him, wwſ# be 
rlivered from-the Fear of Man. When David is conſidering how 
'to fear-or ſerye God aright, P/l..119. 45. he tells us, he will 
walk at Liberty ;, he will have his Heart free from that which hin- 
ders due: Obedience to God. And as to Matters of Religion; 

Chriſtians are Chriſt's Freemen. And therefore our Saviour ( who 
was the moſt faithful to Ceſar that ever Man was ) in this Caſe- 
abſolutely prohibits the Fear of Man:; Fear not him that can kill- 
the Body: And it is certain, the Fear of” Man brings a Snare, as 
appears in the Caſe of the Phariſees : They could not confeſs 
Chriſt, tho they believed in him, for they feared to be put out of. 
their Synagogues.:, they loved the Praiſe of Men more than the Praiſe 
of -God. He that thus fears Man, cannot fear God. Let. us hear 
the Apoſtle Paul; he is plain ;. Do 1 now perſuade Men, or God ? 
(that is, do / preach the Doitrine of God or Man? ) if 1 yet plea-- 
ſed Men, I ſhould not be the Servant of Chriſt. We ke here the 
Difference betweea a faithful Chriſtian and Miniſter of Chrift}, and 
thoſe that ſerve the Times : The latter always preach ſomething . 
that is of Man, leſt they ſhould ſuffer Perſecution for the Croſs - 
of Chriſt ; the former fears neither Men nor Angels, ſo as to give- 
conſent to another Goſpel, or any thing which perverts the Goſpel: 
6f Chriſt. Gal. 1. 4-to1t. _ | 
_ _ 2. Hethat truly fears God, will gave to God the Things which ave ' 
God's, This Rule, of all others, ſhould be obſerved by Chriſti-- 
ans, becauſe it proceeds from Chriſt himſelf, upon ſuch .a ſpecial 
occaſion, Mat. 22. 21. as whereta the Right of Kings, and God's: 
Right over Men are enquired into, and the Caſe determined by. 
the Lord Chriſt, to the ſilencing his captious Adverſaries. Ceſa@rs 
Right muſt be given, and .God*s Right muſt .not be with-held<- 
Earthly Things, or our Obedience .in Civil Caſes, is here ſtated 
upon C2ſar; there is therefore a neceſlity, that Obedience in Re- 

| lipious Caſes be due toGod, or elſe he: has nothing peculiar in or - 
over us. Sith therefore God Almighty has referved all religtous - 
Obedience to himſelf, and that we mult every Man grve ans Apcount * 
of himſelf unto God, 2. Cor. 5. . Let all that fear: God; give to him : 

in rebgious Performances, the Things wiuch have his. — and . 


. p 
, 
* 00 
of » 
# b\ 
d L 
of # 
LO " 
fF-,9.: 
3 # 
. 6 
" 4 
.» 4 ts 
4 Ld 
FO * 
EV - --- 
ei ——————— . 
. 
p 4 - * $ s 4 # ' 
Su 4+ ts (94 +4a000 APPS ANTEC 
£ +— *&* 4 : 4 +*# #%4 , * © n . ? : : R 8 
* was + $*+: wrwo<aoret, Tit $44 +05 _ l ($3i +» 
6 #4 +44 4 $44 <4 # 


0 £ : A 27 ts * © => A F. 
- > - Þ "3 - © _— 4 Y L Irv. 25-7 b _ ” 
v4 - Ooh. {>-4 ws - % | P'y . a : Sent 4 > 
=- 1 _ = * ; G ws bh % . 
; - . fl oy —_— >. 2 —_— 
- 4 -. A - 8 RW bf 
1 : tu £ mo - Rs. "7 MBA p 
4 . - , "FACS. A IIS bi 
: = - ; PE" "bb" "7 1 Oe 
G 4 - ——_ = Aoi ac BE 2 en 
- p - — hs by ee; LET, PE LL en 
7 " _ p | ky "F- > fe 
: - 54 ww As x7: tha - Sd : "Y 
Y of Cue} * S.- a _ - - a. F Pat 
R— _ ” - m 4 _ 4.4, 
: oy _— on WORE - . 
: ' 
. 
” 
(7 
7 


- 
_- = £ " 
= 


—_— | TI : - —_ ma - - a - 
z : - TY ; A - Lage oo = "28 w # * dt = > & g Tr _ vo CAS 
_ <p , ». n » y 
—_— % d by _ 4- hn >— ” « >; ” Dios *T C £ mg 
, —_ my - < A o ; - 
_ Z - "= 5... _ >, e- $5 * Sox 28 
_ __— waZ 2 - it. - - - 


b: __ b-” : 
—=— NE. 
wESES 


3; + 7 : 7; 
« - TIM. tap : 
AX 


- a0 }; 
L 


Sa E. 


24 
'Superſcription upon them, leſt he rejeft both the Offering, and 
the Offerer,: with, Whorbath required this at your harids?*: -Dif not 
God provide by- his expreſs Law, that his Sacrifices ſhould not be 
changed at Man's Will, a es for a bad, nor a bad for a good ? Lev. 
'27. 10. © Does not Iſaiah cfy out againſt them that preſamed' to 
change God*s Ordinances, as Breakers of . the everlaſting Covenant ? 
Ifa. 24. 5. It- fared very ill with Ngdab and Abibu, for offering 
that Fire which God commanded not.: Levit. 10.. 1,,&c. The: Corm- 
#bians were ſmote with Sickneſs and ' Death, for prophaning the 
Lord's Table with their onn Supper, 1 Cor.11. 22, 30. David him- 
ſelf was afraid of God, when he altered the manner of carryin 
the Ark of God, 1 Chron. 13. And this Inſtance made him-af. 
terwards give to God the Things that were Gods, namely, to ſerve 
him in due Order, 1 Chron. 15. . Let the Uſe of all be, to pro- 
voke us to ſerve God with godly Fear, to ſtand in awe of his 
. Word, to ſerve him with all poſſible exa&tneſs, according to the 
very Rules therein contained, that we may have the Commendati- 
on of good and faithful Servants; as it was in the Caſe of Noah, 
Gen. 6. 22. Thus did Noah, according to all that God commanded 
him, jo did he. | 

3. He that truly fears God, will ever preſerve a good Conſcience 
towards God. But this can never be, where the inner Man is not 
pure, and the Heart delighted with the Service of God. Of ſame 
we read. that they profeſs high, but their Minds and Conſciences 
are defiled, Tit.-1. 16. - Others that ſo walked before the Lord, as 
to gain this Reputation, that they did that which was right inthe ſight 
of the Lord, but not with a perfett Heart. 2 Chr.25.2. Now God is he 
that perfettly knows the Heart, and ſearches the Heart, and takes 
pleaſure in Uprightneſs ; and he knows, and will make all Men 
know, that as the wilful Nectlet of Duties, -I mean religious Du- 
ties, are an Evidence of an evil Conſcience ;, ſo the keeping back 
part, or ſerving God deceitfully, or ſerving God under a colour, 
without Conſcience of the Service, are the ſame, and ſhall, with 
the Perſons ſo worſhipping him, be rejected, as thoſe that do not 
fear God. For «t ſhall come te. paſs in the Day of the Lord's Sacri- 
fice, that he will puniſh them that ſwear by the Lord, and that ſwear 
by Malcham; - and them that are turned back, from the Lord, and them 
that have not. ſought the Lord, ar enquired after bim. Zeph. 1. 5,6. 

4: He that feareth God, mill nor reſiſt the Power of Princes ;, yet 
wl he do what God commands, tho all the Princes in the World forbid 


him ;, 
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him; - nor will-he do what God forbids, tho all the Princes in the World 
ould command it. * 8" | EE, 
' What our Chriſtian Obligations to Princes are, I hope to ſhew,, 
in-handling the next Direction in our Text. We are here only to 
ſhew, that no worldly Power can make void what God commands, 
nor make that lawful-which God's Word forbids. The God of 
Heaven forbids worſhipping or bowing down to Images or Idols, 
Exod. 20, Nebuchadnezzar commands the contrary, Dan.-3. 4,5. 
under pain of ſuffering the fiery Furnace. Now this was a mighty 
Prince, to whom God had given a Kingdom, and great Glory ; yet 
'Shadrach and his Companions would not:do his Command, but told 
him plainly, They would not ſerve his Gods, nor worſhip the Golden 
Image which be had ſet up. Dan. 3. 18. It has been the Unhappi- 
neſs of Earthly Gods, to countermand the Commands of the 
 *God of Heaven, without which there would have been but few 
Martyrs : But the greatneſs of their Multitude ſhews the certain- 
| ty of this Truth, That God's Will muſt be obeyed, what Trou- 
-bles ſoever attend us from the Princes of thi: World for ſo doing. 
Indeed I find this Doctrine ownedby moſt. . For the Papiſts them- 
ſelves, upon AFs 4. 19. fay thus : ©Iftany Magiſtrate command 
© againſt God, that is to ſay, forbid Catholick Chriſtian Men to 
© preach, or ſerve God, this ſame mult be their Anſwer, ( mean- 
© ing that Anſwer which Peter gave, &c. ) tho they be whipped 
© or killed for their Labour. And Dr. F«kk, allows the Note, but 
yet would not have the Papiſts to have any benefit by it. ( ſo 
partial are Men, when uppermoſt.) We ſee then, by conſent of 
_ Chriſtians generally, the Voice of God mult be obeyed in Things 
religious, tho the Princes of the Earth ſay Nay. And to this a- 
grees the holy Pſalmiſt, Pſal. 119. 23. Princes ſate and ſpake a- 
gainſt me ;, that is, they ſat on the Throne, and dereed Things 
againſt him : But thy Servaut did meditate in thy Statutes, He would 
not depart from the Ways of God, tho he was perſecuted. P/al. 
119.161. Princes perſecuted me without a cauſe, but my Heart ftandeth 
in awe of thy Word. 


But here it may be fit to obviate an Objetion. 


It.wi 1 be ſaid, Tho it #s true, that all that fear God, are bound 
thus to obey God, and not Man, in Matters of Religion, and to ſuffer 
patiently, rather than to *n;, yet whether in Things indifferent, which 

| are 


are neither commanded nor forbidden ; if. Princes here make uſe of there 
Authority, Chriſtians are not bound to obey attively ? As for Examyle. 
abort the Place of Worſmp, &c.. 
To this it may be anſwered ; Seeing God has- forbidden -no- 
Place, if that were all. the Buſineſs, he were a mad Man that 
would not. aCtually obey ; and conſequently he is bound to obey 
Authoriry in eyery Cale that is like 1t ; as thus: It 4s- a Duty. 
for a Nation, in a time of common Calamity, to humble them- 
ſelves by Faſtins ard Prayer;. and doubtleſs 'tis beſt this be- 
done at the ſame time, and none ſo fit to order this as the Ma- 
giſtrate : If therefore Authority command the renth, twenileth, . 
or thirtieth Day of ſuch a Month, for ſuch a Service, 1 doubt 
not but he ſhould be guilty of Sin, that ſhould in this refuſe ſucty- 
Time, meerly becauſe it is appointed by the Magiſtrates Authori- 
ty. And if there be an hundred Caſes of this kind, the ſame. 
Anſwer mult be given in them all, for ought I ſee ; or elſe under 
pretence of fearing God, we ſhall diſhonour the King, which is 
2 Sin of an high Nature. el 
Tho Chriftians be Subjects to Princes,. yet-Princes are Subjects . 
to God, ard in the Sphere - where God has ſet them, can do no- 
thing more pleaſing to him, than to promote the Intereſt of Re-. 
ligion, by diſcountenancing Prophaneneſs and Irreligion, and by 
-iving Encouragement to the Lovers of it. But then as they are - 
Subjects to Chriſt, they are Fellow-Servants with their Subjects, 
{ yea, the Angels think not themſelves too high to be called fo. 
Rev, 19. 10. ) and therefore muſt with their Subjetts be obedienr . 
to one Lawgiver,. even Jeſtis, and- not aſſume Power to make Laws 
for the Conſciences of Men in Religion, nor to force them to go-. 
beyond their Knowledg and Faith in Things of that kind, ſeeing 
what 15 not of Faith is-Sit, and we muſt every one give an Account of 
himſelf unto'God.. 2 
5- The laſt Particular I ſhall inſiſt upon, as neceſſary to the 
true. Fear of God, is to avoid Covetouſneſs and Worldly-mirided- 
neſs. Covetouſneſs 1s ſaid to be Idolatry. And he that is a co- 
vetous Perſon, makes little further uſe of Religion, than to be a_ 
Cloak for his Iniquity ;, he fears not God, he ſerves not the Lord 
Chriſt, but his own Belly ; for this he preaches, for this he prays, 


and without this he will do neither. Theſe are the Men that make. 


Merchandize of the Word of God, ſuppoſing ( as the Apoſtle 


faith Y' that Gam rs Godlineſs, | meet with a notable Paſſage in 
our. 
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"our Enghfh Chronicles ;, in the fixth Century, *tis ſaid, Fae Clergy 
of Britain ſet all their 1Lnd to ſerus God, and not the World, the 
\ Heart, and not the Belly : Wherefore then wore :thry bad'in great Re- 
' wverence and Honour, But as they enoreafed in earthly Treaſure, ſo 
they decreaſed in romp Sole r Fab. Chron. 5 part. cap. 134- 
Let all that fear God, beware of this evit Diſeaſe, eſpecial)y ſuch 
:ms are Miniſters of Chriſt. . No. Mar . can ſerve two Maſters ;; ye 
 tannet ſerve Gol and Mammon,. ſaith our Saviour, Afar. 6. 24. - 


Thas much of the Fear of Sod ; let us now conſider the Debt 
"which we owe to our King. | 


Honour the King. 


Althoby the Order of our Text, we are to'ſpeak of this weigh- 
ty Subject in the laſt place, yet it is not the leaſt part of our Du- 
ty : For as the ancient Chriſtians were wont to ſpeak, ſo it re- 
-mains an eternal Truth, That as God 1 above the Emperor, ſs none 

other-1s. above the Emperor but God, And conſequently our Duty, 
mext to Almighty God, is to our Prince ; as we ſee here in our 
Text, the Honour of-the King is provided for, next to the Fear 
of God. We have already ſhewed, in the opening of the Words, 
that the King here meant, or.immediately ſpoken. of, was an Hea- 
then King, and a great Idolater in his Religion ; and yet the Holy- 
Ghoſt does here oblige alt Chriſtians, .evenof the higheft Rank, to 
*bonour ſuch Kings, 'Perer himſelf, and.conſequently all his Succeſ- 
ſors not excepted ; for indeed he-had learned this Obedience of 
. one higher than himſelf, even Jefus Chriſt, and- therefore muſt 
-needs recommend the fame-to. all Chriſtians. And hence. the 
+\Dottrine is, | — 

Dot. IV. All Chriſtians are bound by Goſpel-Rules to be. good Subs 

| Jebts to Princes, to honour their Perſons, and conſciencioufly 10 
obey their Authority. | — 


4 


_ - 1. Toevince this great Truth, it may be needful to ſhew, That 
"gy Power or Government # of God. Not in the Sence (prophane- 


Ks 

1y objetted by fome Writers) wherein Plagues, Diſeaſes, and 

Puniſhments are of God ; for the Apoſtle Paul doth expreſly con- 
tradict ſuch an ungodly Expoſition, . Rozr. 15. 1,&c, wherein he 
| E 2 - -avers 
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avers, even of the ſame Kingly Power fpoken of by Peter, That 
it was. ordained of God; that the Magiſtrate was: Goa's Minifter. to 
the Chriſtian Man, (as well- as any other) for Good, to execute 
Wrath- upon him: that. does Evil. Winch Word, Miniſter, xefers 
evidently to him that bears the Sword of Juſlice,- and not- to the 
Power only, . which yet he affirms to be of God, and confirms it 
by this Argument, . For there 5s no Power but of.God ;- the Powers #has 
be, are ordainedof God, And this is the only. comfortable Ground 
of Obedience 'to the higher Powers, to be well ſatisfied in this, 
that whether it f]} out our Obedience ſhall be active or paſllive. yet 
therein we confo1 m our ſelves to the Will of. God, or to-his Or« 
dinance 3 And he that ſhall reſiſt the Power, does reſiſt the Ordinance 
of God. | : > 

F 2. Thar Kingly Government is of God as clearly, if not-more- 
clearly than uw other Form of: Government, 1s very plain from 
the Texr it ſelf, conſidered with: the Context, ver/. 13, 14. Sab- 
mit your - ſelves. to every Ordinance of Man for the Lord's ſake, whe- 
ther it be to the King as ſupreme, or unto Gavernours, as. unts them 
that are ſent by him, &c. Where Supremacy over all Perſons in 
Things Civil, is ſo.clearly given to the. King by God himſelf, even 
aver Governours, as well as the People governed, that it muſt in 
no wiſe be denied. - | | 

3. If it: be objefted, that tho the Power Magiſtratical-be - of 

God, yet the Form or Mode of it is of Man, becauſe ( according 
to the:Greek ). 1.Þet.. 2: 1.3. may be read thus, Submit Ju {ws 
t0 every humane Creature, To this I ſay; The Words, Humane 
Creature, are better underſtoad:. of. the Laws made by Hamane 
Authority, than of the Magiſtrates themſelves :- For as the moſt 
bigh God, and-he only, can give Being and:Power: to a Divine 
Law, inſomuch that no Power on Earth can create ſach a Law ; 
fþ Earthly Gods, and none but they, can create and give. Power- 
to an humane Law ; and Laws thus made, are rightly called Hu#- 
znatie Creatures, or Ordinances .of Men, ( as our Engliſh expreſſes 
it.) And when Laws are thus made, tho they ſhould happen to 
be ill Laws, Cas it ſometimes happens to be ſo ) yet they mwſt be. 
abeyed,. ( etther actively or paſlively ) becauſe the Power Magi- 
{tratical muſt not be reliited ; only the Error of an ill Law muſt 
he refuſed by. all faithful Men, eſpecially jn Matters of Religion, 
as. we _haye. ſhewed before.. Es 1 
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4 This great Power which God hath given to: Kings and: Ru- 
rs of the Earth, to make Laws, is Gy I conceive): the chief 
cauſe why they are called Gods, 'Pſat. 82:6. 7 have ſaid. ye are 
Gods, and all of you are Children of the moſt High : That is, becauſe 
of that reſemblance which they have to God himſelf, being decked 
with Power and Majeſty,to make-and execute Laws (in this lower. 
World): which concern the Childrenof Men as ſuch-. ' :- 
-- 5- And as to the Form of Kingly Goverriment (for. this is all that: 
I can find'in my Text): Let us hear whatGod himſelf faith:' By: 
me Kings-reign,” and Princes decree Juſtice ;, by me Princes rule, and: 
Nobles, even all the Fudges.of the Earth. What can be ſaid more in. 
this caſe ? If any ſhall ſay, 'tis not. God, but Wiſdom that ſpeaks. 
theſe Words, Prov. 8. 15, 16. I anſwer, it is Folly that makes 
the Objection, for this Wiſdom is the Voice of God, becauſe. It 1s: 
the Wiſdom of God. Kings are called the Lords Anointed, And. 
not only the Kings of /frae!, but even Heathen Kings alſo. //a.4 5. 
t. Thus ſaith-the Lord to his Anointed; even to Cirus, Now. Crus: 
was King-of Perſia, Ezra. 1: 1. = 
6. If yet it be ſaid, that Government, but not the Form: of 
Government, is of God, but of human Choice,. &c. I anſwer,, 
| ſpeak not of a Government to be formed, and not yet n being), -- 
but of one eſtabliſhed: and therefore, 1 ſay, the diſtinCtion is dan- 
gerous. But how ſhall it be a Power-or Government without its 
Form ? Does God make an,Ordinance-or any thing. elſe. without: - | 
Form ? If ſo, what can you call it ? ltis the Form-that- gives eve- 
ry thing to be, or at leaſt to be called what it 1s.: It?s bad: ventu-- 
ring to ſay, . that God makes an Ordinance, and: leaves Man to-' 
form it, as to the Eſſentials. of it. And ſeeing no- Nation cant: 
long endure, without Government, nor-that: Government ſubſiſt . 
without Form. It ſeems neceſſary that both be acknowledged to- 
be of God ; and conſequently, where the Form of Government 
15 Regal or Kingly, it is of God, and as ſuch. to.be. had in Ho-- 
=—_— © CS 
That God does by his Providence order- and- permit Men to- 
tranſact, order, and ſettle the Mode of Government, in Nations 
which yet are unſetled in that reſpect, does not prove that the - 
Form or Settlement when made'is not of God, or not to be eſteem-- 
cd ſo; becauſe in ſuch: an emergency, the Voice of the People, . 
together with God's. Providence, muſt herein be acknowledged : 
the Volce of God. . For thus in an ordinary way 1s that Saying true,,, 
| "» 
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' By me Kings rezgn, and Princes decree Tuſfice. By me Princes rule, 
OY Nbles, gs ng the Fudges of the Earth. It was the moſt high 
God which gave Nebuchadnezzar a Kingdom, Majeſty, Glory and 
Honour, . Dan. 5. 18. who then may queſtion his Regal Power to be 

-of God ? It's ill murmuring, worſe diſputing, worſt of all to fight 
agamft God. Surely, if Nebuchadnexzz.ar mult have this Honour 

©:given to him as King, even by Daniel that Servant of God,becaufe 

'by the Almighty he was thus exalted, altho otherwiſe -he was a. fin- 
fat- Man, a great Idolater j it muſt needs reſolve all donbts thar 
'may ariſe, about. the warrantableneſs of Kingly Government, and 
all-Chriftians Obedience to it, -with reſpect to all Kings under 
whom they live, whatſoever. LE - BR 

If it be objefted, that-ſome may -uſurp Kingly Gevernment, and 

'fome that have it may abuſe it. : | 

'Fanſwer ; Tho this be true, yet it is nothing to the purpoſe; 

:for this'is incident to all other Forms of Government. And when 

' God permits ſuch things, it's uſually for the Sins of the People, as 
it is written, For the Tranſgreſſions of a Land, many are the Princes 
thereof, Prov. 28. 2. -He gave them a King in bs Wrath : But this 

was becauſe Iſrael had rejefted God, and his Prophet Sammel. 
Otherwiſe God had promiſed to give his People a King, Numb.23, 

21, Yea,the Government of Moſes himſelf was after a ſort a Regal 

or Kingly Government, Det. 33. 4, 5. If then it ſo fall out, that 

'Kings or other Rulers do oppreſs their SubjeCts, I know no remedy 
for the SubjeCt but Prayers and Tears, that God would turn their 

- own Hearts more to his Fear. and the Heart of their Prince . to- 

'wards them; (For the Hearts of Kings are in bis Hands: ) And with 
patient Suffering, and humble Supplication, to ſeek for Fayour. 
For Rebellion muſt by no means be admitted, For zt s as the Sin of 

* Witchcraft: ;, being againſt God, as well as againſt the King, be- 

\ cauſe it 1s againſt the Ordinanceof God. And hence Tertulliar 
well ſaid, 'F-he Chriſtian knows that the Emperor 1 conſtituted of God. 
And faith the Prophet, 7 have delivered all theſe Countries into the. 

"Hands of Nebuchadiezzar + Who then may take them” out of his 
Hand ? Surenone but God, who ſets up one, and puts down ano-- 

'ther, as pleaſes him. For he that gives can only rightfully take a- 

way, and he doth ſo: when Men abuſe what he gives. ene, ene, 

Tekel Upbarfm, Gad bath numbred.thy. Kingdom,and finiſhed it, — and 

 . Even it to the: Meats and Perſtans,, Dan. 5. 25,26. | 


If 
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If it be-objeCted from that Paſlage, They have ſet up Kings, and 
not by-me ;, that Kingly Government is of Man, not of God. 

I anſwer; Thk rather proves the contrary, . for here a diſorder 
only is reproved in the way of doing that, which they could not 
do rightly but by him, that 1s, God. Ton ſo ſetup a King, as 
they rejetted God;that he ſhould not reign over them, 1 Sam. $.7. Hence . 
it was that Samuel gave them that Reproof and Exhortation, - 
I.Sam. 12.20. Te hque done all this Wickedneſs, yet turn not aſide from 
following the Lord, but ſerve the Lord with all your Heart, But God: 
did not deny them a King : No, but he had given them direCtion 
how to chuſe them aKing, Det. 17. 14, 15, 16. And molt cer-- 
tain 1t is, that of all Civil Governments which God hath ſet up in 
the World, Kingly Government is the moſt frequent, and perma- - 
nent; ſo far as the Scripture gives any account of this Matter : And | 
indeed it holds the neareſt reſemblance to thar Government which 
God himſelf exerciſes over the World in general; . For he t6 King 
of Kings, and his Kingdom ruleth over all. | 


Let hs then..come more. direCtly to the : Text, . Honour the - 


1. Of the Honour which we owe to his Royal Perfon. We muſt * 
efteem 1t very highly, and behave our ſelves towards him with that 
Fear and Reverence which belongs to him, as placed next unto 
God. Aly Son, fear thou the Lord and the King, Prov. 24. 21. Gwe 
unto Cafar the things which.are Cafar*s, and to God the things : which - 
are Gods. Sothe Text, Fear God, Honour the King, We ee the 
King holdeth-the next place of Honour unto God. Hence Tertul- 
tian, perſonating the Chriſtians of. his time, ſays, We :honour- the 
Emperour as a Man next unto God. And faith Optatwur, , Above the. 
'Emperour there ts none but God,. who made the Emperour. If we will 
'honour the King's Perſon; or eſteem him highly, we muſt not on- 
1y upon all fit occafions, give him (with Reverence) his Place an 
Titles of Honour ; but alfo defend his Perſon with the hazard of 
our own, as thoſe did who would: not fuffer :King David to ha- 
zard -himfelf, ſaying, Thox art worth ten thouſand of us. . Let us hate : 
to think or Tpeak evll ot contemptuonſly of him whom -God hath 
mm EARS. EE 
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 Wefinda remarkable Inſtance of true Love 'and Loyalty to a - 
Prince, 2 Sam. 15. 19; 20, 21. Here tho Irtas was willed by the 
-King; not to:put himſelf in-danger for him, yet he anſwers thus, 
As S Lord liveth, and as my Lord the King liveth, ſurely in what 
place my Lord the King ſhall be, whether in-Death, or in Life, even there 
. alſo will thy Servant be. This poor. exiled Stranger (for ſuch he was) 
. ſhall riſe up'in Judgment againſt many native Subjefts, who have 
- done-quite contrary hereunto evenin our days. | 
2. We muſt Honour him in Lyvve. Sincere Love, and Loyal Aﬀe- 
-£tion, as heis King, can:in no wiſe-be wanting in a good Subject: 
Norcan we honour the King hearrily, if we do not love him en- 
tirely. Now he that truly loves his Prince, has him much in his 
ſerious Thoughts, eſpecially when he prays to the God of Heaven: 
-He will not then forget him whom he truly Loves, whom he ho- 
-Nours in Love. If he love him,he will pray for him ; perhaps that 
is all the good he can-do his Prince; and in this a mean Subject 
may ſerve his King, as.much asany., ſo that his Prayer be Serious 
and Godly. It is highly obſervable, how the duty of making 
Prayer for all Men, and particularly for Kings and Rulers, with 
Supplication, Interceſlion, and giving of Thanks, is required of 
Chriſtians ; eſpecially of thoſe in the Miniſtry : That by the Mi- 
miſtersconſtant and deyout performance of this Duty in behalf of 
all that are in Authority, the Hearts of the People may be more 
.endeared towards their Prince, and themſelves hereby inſtrufted 
to perform thew Duty, and manifeſt their Love to their Gover- 
noursin like manner. 1 772. 2. 1,2. - And to enforce the Exhor- 
tation to this Duty, the Apoſtle tells us, that it is good and ac- 
ceptable in the fight of God our Saviour, ver. 3. 
 *' 3. The next Demonſtration of honouring the King, ſhall be 
taken from the manner of our Language, and the matter of our 
Diſcourſe when concerned to ſpeak of him, or of his Doings. 
In theſe we muſt hate the thoughts of Scurrility, or reflefting Ex- 
preſlions ; for the T.ongne is the Index of the Mind, and we are 
expreſly forbidden to curſe or ſpeak evil of the King, even in our 
Bed-Chamber ; for theſe things arc ſo odious, that Providence 
will fight againſt ſuch as do ſo, and the 'Iniquity of ſuch doings 
wall return upon-the Offenders: For a Birdin the Air ſhall carry 
the News, and that which hath Winzs ſhall. tell the Tidings, Eccleſ. 
Io. 20. Are they not marked out in Scripture for the worſt ſort 
of Men, that are not afraid to ſpeak, evil of Dignities? More daring 
| and 
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and preſumptuous than Angels, who are great in Authority, and 
may lawfully do more than Men, yet they dare not bring a railing 
Accuſation againſt the Devil, who is the Prince of Darkneſs ; but 
they refer the wrong done to them unto God, who both can and 
will rebuke him. But why may not the good Angels rebuke Sa- 
tan ? Why they know (as wicked as he is) he could do nothing 
about the Body of ſes, nor any thing elſe, without Licenſe 
from the Almighty : He muſt indeed be withſtood in his Temp- 
tations, but he muſt not be rail'd on it ſeems. And then what man- ” 
ner of Men are they that will take Liberty to rail on their Prin- 
ces, if they do not what they would have them? Nay, tho they 
ſhould do Evil, yet mult they in no wiſe be evil ſpoken of. Thou 
ſhalt not revile the Gods, nor ſpeak evil of the Ruler of my People, Exod. 


23s 25. ACS 23» F» 


I. ObjeCt. But have not the Prophets reproved Kings when they did 
MEUht Evil? - 
Salk TIanſwer, Yea; God reproved them by his Prophets frequently. 
And no doubt that Men of God, ſuch as have Commiſſion from 
him, may and ought to deal faithfully with Kings and Rulers, 
when they do that whicn 1s Evil in the ſight of the Lord. But 
this is that which is intolerable, that the Errors or Infirmities of 
Princes ſhould be made the Subject of Mens Diſcourſe : Surely they 
are rather to be lamented before the Lord in ſecret. 1s it meet to ſay 
to a_King, Thou art wicked ? and to Princes, Ye are ungodly ? Job 3418. 
The true Sence of theſe Interrogatives is, No. It is by no means 
thus to reflect upon a King. St. Paul having ſpoken raſhly, As 
23. 5. correttsand excuſes himſelf, by ſaying, I wiſt nor., Brethren, 
that he was Gods High Prieſt. For it us written, Thou ſhalt not ſpeak, 
Evil of the Ruler of my People. Let Chriſtians beware of this evil 
Diſeaſe which reigns in theſe days. Let them remember, They are 
bound by Goſpel-Rules to Honour the King, next to God himſelf. 


Thus much of the Honour which we owe to the King?s Perſon. 


| Let us now conſider, how we are obliged by Goſpel-Rules to 
obey his Authority. And here, 

i. Let the Subject conſider how much God has ſet him below his 

Prince, for Obedience ſeldom iſſues from a lofty Mind. It's not 


impoſſible for a Subject, in concelt, to be a Prince?s Mate, and 
F then 
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then SubjeCtion 1s Death to hini. That Paſlage concerning e- 
phiboſheth, the Son of Fonathan, 2 Sam. 9. 8. was written for our 
Learning. When he conſidered the Majeſty of King David, and 


his own Condition as a Subje&t; What # thy Servant (ſaith 


he )that thou ſhouldſt lookupon ſuch a dead Dog as Tam? Such ſelf-aba- 


ſing Thoughts in a Subject (eſpecially thoſe of low degree) does - 


argue an Heart full of deſires to honour him whom God has exalted 
as his King, and a Mind willing to obey him. Let Chriſtians learn 
by this Example. 

- 2. Our Saviour heth led us the right way : Give unto Caſur 
the things which are Caſar*s. But what things are they ? Why the 
Things which bear his Image and Superſcription. Whoſe Imaze and 
Super ſcription 15 this, ſays Chrilt ? They ſay, Ceſar*s. Therefore, ſaith 
Chriſt, Give unta Ceſar, &c. We may hence fairly infer, that 
whatſoever bears the Kings Authority, or is required in his name, 
mult be obeyed. Submit your ſelves to every Ordinance of Man, for 
the Lord's ſake, whether it be to the King as Supream, . or unto Gover- 


nours, 4s tnto thoſe that are ſent by bim, Mark, if they be ſent by 


him, they bear his Image, or Superſcription, they repreſent the 
King; ſubmit, ſubmit, either Actively or Pailively, here's: no re- 
liſting, for here comes Ceſar. Only here it muſt be minded, Ceſar. 


Superſcription 1s only to be put to the Ordinances of Man. None 
can put a Divine Character upon a Law but God ; and we muſt 
giveto God the things which are Gods, Divine Obedience, or 


Qvediencein all divine things,to God ; Civil Obedience, or Obe-_ 


dience in all civil things,to C«ſar. Thus has our Saviour divided 
the matter of Chriſtians (and all Mens) Obedience to God, and 
to Ceſar. Let us hold to this moſt juſt Settlement.a better cannot 
poſſibly be given. — 

-3- St. Paul will have Chriſtians SubjeCtion to Ceſar, to proceed 
from them of pure Conſcience, or for Conſcience ſake, Rom. 13. 
zgt. only Wrath. And of this Reaſon wills that we give all the Ai- 
ſurance that we can to Princes, that we are heartily their Subjects ; 
And willingly obedient in all things which concerns their Govern- 
ment over us. This Principle of Obedience in the Heart, will 
make our Obedience to Princes delightful and durable ; they that 


have this good Principle in them, will never be weary of any rea- 


ſonable Labour, Service,. or Hazard for their King :- where it is 
wanting, tae King can put no- confidence in them. _ This is ſo rea- 
{ſonable, ſo neceſlary, that he that hath not ſuch an Heart for his 
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Sovereign, is unworthy the name of a SubjeCt : He is no Subject 
From this Principle, we are to pay tribute alſo, Roz. 13. 6, 7. and 
not grudgingly. And when Princes ſee Men ready, in conſcience 
of their Duty, to ſerve them as God's Vicegerents ; how naturally 
will this draw back again the influence of all Princely Favours ? 
That Prince who is thus happy in the Obedience of his Subjects, 
will doubtleſs,as a Loving Father, contrive the beſt to make his 
Subjects happy under his Government. 

. 4. How clearly is our Duty toour Supertors delivered by St. Paul, 
Tit. 3. 1, &c. Put them in mind :o be ſubjet to Principalities and 
Powers, to obcy Magiſtrates, to be ready to cvery good work, [et the 
Power be in this or the other Form ( for all Nations have not the 

ſame Form of Government) you mult not diſpute that, you muſt 

chearfully obey, as becomes Men of a ready Mind, to do the good 
commanded by Magiltrates ; you muſt not ask whether they be 

Heathen Kings, or Chriſtian Kings : You muſt obey all Kings or 
Magiſtrates, For they are Gods Miniſters,attending on this very thing ;, 
1.c. the Government of the World : a very neceſſary thing,with- 
out which human Society cannot ſubſiſt. Here 1s no Limitation 

of time for your Subjection to Princes, Powers, and Magiſtrates ; 
you are under this Obligation ſo long as St. PauPs Epiſtle to Titrs 

1s Canonical. Let not then any idle Dream of the change of Diſ- 
penſations ſubvert you from the ſimplicity of the Goſpel-Rules de- 
livered in this great Caſe,in which the Happineſs of Chriſtian Men, 
as ſuch,is much concerned : For, who ſhall harm them if they be careful 

Followers of that which 1s good ? 1 Pet. 3.13. But if it fo fall ont; that 
notwithſtanding your care in this matter, ye muſt ſuffer for righte- 
ouſneſs ſake, then happy are ye, &c. for ſtill religious Obedience is 

due to God, and mult be paid to him. 

5- This place, T7. 3.1. commands Chriſtians to be ready ts 
every good work. Obj. What if the Powers command otherwiſe ? what 
then? For anſwer to this, we know we have an Obligation to 
obey God antecedent to that of our Obedience to Kings (as has 
been ſhewed.) He commands us to abſtain from every appearance 
of Evil, 1 Thefſ. 5.22. Wherefore if the Power ſhall be ſo unhappy 
to command otherwile, as it fell out in the caſe of Mebuchadnezzar, 
Dan. 5. there the Penalty mult be pat'ently endured. And then 
the Powers are {till obeyed. And tho ſome vainly upbraid us, thar 
there either is no ſuch thing as Paſſive Obedience ; or that our O- 
bedience in this is like the Obedience of a Felon, when he goes - 

F 2 the 
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the Gallows, &c. Such blind Byards may be pleaſed to know.the 
Felon hath ordinarily nothing to chuſe, but muſt neceſſarily dye : 
whereas the ſuſfering Chriſtian has Life and Liberty offered if he 
will but worſhip ſo, or ſo. Now here he chuſes rather to ſuffer, 
than to do that which he conceives (at leaſt) tobe fin in the ſight 
of God, that ſo he may be a faithful Witneſs for God; and 
therein a Bleſſing to his Prince and to his Nation, which is his only 
way to ſilence the Ignorance of fooliſh Men ;, whoſe unwary Ob- 
jettions reflect not only upon all true Martyrs ſince the World be- 
gan, but upon Chriſt himfelf, who for this cauſe was hated and 
perſecuted, bcauſe He bore witneſs to the Truth, Joh. 18. 37. and 
that the Works of the World were Evil, John 7.7. 

6. But if it ſhould happen that Princes ſhould ſome way imtrench upor 
the Civil Rights of therr Subjetts ? W hat then muſt we do ? What then ? 
Why it is dangerous to contend with them in ſuch caſes ; we are 
taught otherwiſe by the Example of our Saviour, in his direction 
to St. Peter, in the caſe of paying Tribute to the Roman Magj- 
ſtrates, Mat. 17. 25, 26, 27- For It 1s evident from this: place, 
that our Saviour was not obliged by Law to pay Cuitom or Tri- 
bute, but was free in that caſe ; yet it being demanded, he advi- 
ſes Peter to pay it, both for himſelf, and his Maſter : So careful 
was he to avoid Offences, that he will pay Tribute, and adviſes 
bis Followers to do it too, tho it be 1n their own wrong. A good 
precedent to all Chriſtians to be humble, and not to contend with 
Authority in or about. indifterent. things: Would: God they 
would conſider it. | 

7. But it may-here be demarded, Whether Princes may not 
warrantably puniſh ſuch as ſubmit not to the Religion by thera 
eſtabliſhed, from the Example of King Artaxerxes, Ezra. 7. 26. 
Wheſcever will not do the Law of thy God, and the Law of the K ng, 
let Fudgment be executed ſpeeaily upon him, whether it. be unto Death, 
or to Baniſhment, or to Confiſcation of Goods, or to. Impriſonment ?. 

I confeſs, this Objection requires a-ſerious Anſwer. And with 
ſubmiſſion to better Judgments, I ſhall ſay a few Thingsin Anſwer 
to it, And it ſeems by the Scope and Contexture of the Com- 
miſſion given to Ezra by Artaxerxes, that theſe Things ars 
evident :. | 

1. That the King did not himſelf embrace the Religion of the 
Fewilh Nation, but retained.{till his former Religion ; for tho he 
did. fear the. God of. //rael,, yet he: never calls him. his God, but 
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the God of Heaven, and the God of Ezra, &c- 

2. That God had by a ſpecial Providence, and Motion from 
himſelf, diſpoſed the Heart of the King of Perſia, to give free 
Liberty to the Jews, which were Captives in his Dominions, to go 
forth to ſerve their God ; verſ. 13. 1 make a Decree, that all they 
of the People of: Iſrael, and of his Prieſks and Levites in my Realm, 
which are minded of their own free Will to go up to Feruſalem, to go 
with thee, to do whatſoever ſhall ſeem good to them, after ; 
Will of your God. =. 

3. The King does not only give a preſent Supply to Ezra, as 
a Free-Will-Offering to the God of 1ſracl, verſ. 15. but alſo pro- 
vides for his neceflary Supply for the future, ozt of the King's Trea- 
ſary, verſ. 20. | | 

4. The King fearing the Diſpleaſure. of the God of 7ſrael a- 
galn{t himſelf and. his Sons, does require Ezra, that whatſoever 
was required by the God of Heaven ſhould be diligently done. 

5- The King alſo empowers Ezra to ſet Magittrates and Judges. 

_ over the People, and-in ſo doing, gave Ezra a Magiſtratical Power, 
or made him a Magiſtrate ; and fo gives Order, that whoſoever 
would not be obedient to him ſhould be puniſhed, wver/. 25, 26. 

This 15 the Sum of the Commiſſion given to Ezra by the: King of. 

"EEE. - 

In all which, nothing appears, that. any oi his SubjeC&ts ſhould 
be compelled to alter their Religion, nor be forced to be all of ore 
Religion : But a free Liberty 1s gtven to the jews, ( as well as co. 
Oti:crs ) to ſerve their God according to his Law, and a Reſtraint 
laid upon them that would hinder them. And Ezra 1s empowered. 
C indeed ) to puniſh thoſe that were under the Law of. doſes, ac- 
cording to that Law, if they would not do it ; and ſuch as with- 
ſtood his Authority, as a Magiſtrate, which he received from the 
King, were to be puniſhed by the Law of the King of Perſza, who: 

. had the Power of Life and Death in his hand, which the Jewiſh: 
Nation had not at this time. - 

6. We may learn hence, that it is indeed a bleſſed Thing for 
all Kings to fear the God of Heaven, and to advance the Intereſt. 
of Religion in their Domintons ; and it 1s as evident, that Religion: 
muſt always be ſetled according to the Law of God, with the 
greateſt Care that may be, and none puniſhed for keeping the Law. 
of God ; but for breaking the Law of God, and the Law of the- 


King, which did concur with the Law of God. Here were great. 
: "—H 
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Puniſhments aſſigned z and yet not to be inſiſted on too raſhly, in 
the Times of the Goſpel,nor in Caſes purely Evangelical, or of the 
Chriſtian Religion, as it is dignified above the Principles of com- 
mon Reaſon and Morality : In theſe Caſes I cannot ſee how it 

| ſhould bein the power of Magiſtrates to compell any againſt their 
Will, ſeeing it's God, not Man, that makes Chriſtians. Epheſ. 
2. to. We are his Workmanſhip, created in Chriſt Feſus unto good 
Works, which God bath before ordained, that we ſhould walk, in them. 
And God gives none the Privileges of his Children, until they be 
his Children ; nor are they bits Children, till they be born, not of 
Blood, nor of Fleſh, nor of the Will of Man, but of God, John 1. 
tz,1% 

7. Nor muſt we deny, but acknowledg, that God's Vicegerents 
arc anthorized by the Almighty to be Keepers of both Tables, ſs 
as to defend his Sovereignty, and to encourage true Religion, a- 
gainſt Atheiſts and Idolaters, that worſhip a Creature inſtead of 
the Creator ; for ſo itis written, fob 31. 26, 27, 28. If I beheld 
the Sun when it ſhined, or the Moon walking in Brightneſs, and m 
Heart hath been ſecretly enticed, or my Mouth hath kiſſed my Hand ; 


this alſo were an Iniquity to be puniſhed by the Fudge, for I ſhould have 
denied God that 15 above. 


Now let us write ( or deſire the Lord to write ) the Words of 
-our Text in our Hearts; Zonour all Men ;, Love the Brotherhood ;, 
Fear God; Honour the Kinz. Surely that Chriſtian, that ſhall make 
1t his Buſineſs to do theſe things heartily, ſhall be acceptable to God, 
and approved of en; there ſhall be no occaſion of ſtumbling in him. 
But if Chriſtians be too buſy to inſpect Matters of State, or to 
meddle with thoſe that contrive or projett any thing to the di- 
ſturbance and ſubverſion of the Government in the Kingdoms 
where they live, they ſhall never beable to recommend their Re- 
ligion ( be it never {o good 1n it ſelf) to the acceptance of their 
Governors, nor to obtain from them to be Nurſing-Fathers to it ; 
but ſhall certainly expoſe themſelves to the Diſpleaſure of God, 
as well as to the Wrath of Princes. And God himſelf will vindi- 
cate the Honour of his Ordinance of Worldly Government, a- 
gainſt all that deſpiſe it, as well as againſt all that abuſe their 


:Power in It ; for there 4s no Reſpett of Perſons with God, Rom. 
231. | 
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Let me therefore exhort you, my Brethren, (as you know it 
has been my manner theſe thirty Years) to follow Peace with aff 
Men, and Holineſs ;, to ſtudy to be quiet, and eſpecially in trouble- 
ſom Times ; to fear the Lord and the King, and meddle not with 
them that are given to change, Prov. 24.21. Many have undone 
themſelves by itching after Changes in Worldly Government. 
God only knows what is beſt for you, and for the Nation. They 
that are weary of this, are ſoon weary of that ; few know what 
they would have; and who is able to deviſe any thing that will 
pleaſe all Humors, and ſuit all Intereſts ? Bleſs God for your: 
Prince, and for the Peace you have enjoyed under him, and pray 
for him, and for all that are in Authority, .that under them ( if 
the Will of God be ſo) you may lead quiet and peaceable Lives 
in.all Godlineſs and Honeſty. They that will not pray for all that 
are in Authority, do not fear God, for they contemn .his Word, 
1 Tim, 2. 1» They do not love, and fo they cannot honour the 
KInge 

You are at preſent under Sufterings, for the conſciencious per- 
formance of what you believe to be your Duty towards God in 
Matters of Religion ; humble your ſelves under the mighty Hand 
of God, and ſuiicr patiently what Trials it ſhall "leads God to. 
exerciſe you under, that ( as our Apoſtle hath it, 1 Per. 1. 7. ) 
the Trial of your Faith being much more precious than that of Gold that 
periſheth, rho it be tricd with Fire, might be found unto Praiſe, and Hi- 
nour, and Glory, at the appearing of Feſus Chriſt. 1 ſay no more, , 
the Lord direct you. AMEN. 
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"OW if it ſhall pleaſe God, to bring this. 
faichtul (tho unpoliſhed) Diſcourſe to his 
Majeſties Royal Hand, I do hereby in all 

Humility proſtrate my ſelf at his Royal Feet, with: 
this humble Supplication.. : 


That it would graciouſly pleaſe bis Majeſty, according. 
to bis wonted (;0odneſs, and Princely Clemency, to conſider- 
and pity the diſtreſſed condition of many of his faithful Sub- 
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jects, who diſſent from the Church of England inthe caſe 
of Ifant-Baptiſm, and ſome other Ceremonies, and cannot 
in-( oniſcience to God conform to them , nor deny the exer- 
ciſe of their Religion, . of which they are convinced, and per- 


ſuaded to be according to the Will of God. 


O let cur Lord the King confider, that thus ts the great- 

-eſt ſtrait that any boneſt Chriſtian can be put upon, either 

to deny what he believes to be true, or profeſs that to be 
true, which be believes to be otherwiſe. 


.--O-et the God of Heaven be always this Majeſties (bief 
 Counſetlour ; That by hs diretion be may rightly diſtinguiſh 


between thoſe that are harmleſs in his Realm, and ſuch as 
have abuſed bis Kindneſſes (which have been very great, 
and thankfully to be remembred) and that the preſent Se- 
verities againſt the Innocent may be abated and removed, 
left they be made miſerable in their Native Countrey. 


| Oop Almighty bleſs the King, &c. 
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